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Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology of Medullary
Carcinoma of the Breast
- A Case Report -
Yi kyeong Chun, M.D., and Il hyang Ko, M.D.

Department of Pathology, Sanggye Paik Hospital, Inje University

Medullary carcinoma (MC) of the breast is an uncommon histologic form of infiltrating

ductal carcinoma and the cytologic features of MC are not well delineated.

We recently experienced a case of fine needle aspiration cytology of MC of the
The characteristic cytopathologic features were cellular aspirate consisting of
pleomorphic cells in background of many single to clusters of lymphocytes.

breast.
large,
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Fig. 1. The cellular smear shows large pleomorphic
tumor cells and lymphocytes in single or clusters, and
necrotic background ( Papanicolaou, X100).

Fig. 2. The nuclei of tumor cells are large and
pleomorphic and have coarse chromatin and
prominent nucleoli (Papanicolaou, X400).
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Fig. 3. The tumor, 1.3cm in diameter, is well demar-
cated and soft with hemorrhage and necrosis.

Fig. 4. Syncytial arrangement of pleomorphic tumor
cells with a dense lymphocytic stromal infiltrate (H&E,
X100).
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