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Abstract : Fifty ancient Korean coins originated in Choson period have been determined
for 11 elements such as Sn, Fe, As, Au, Ag, Co, Sh, Ir, Os, Ru and Ni by destructive and
non-destructive neutron activation analysis as well as for 3 elements such as Cu, Pb and Zn
by atomic absorption spectroscopy. The multivariate data have been analyzed by principal
component mapping method. The spread of sample points in the eigenvector plot has been
attributed to common origins of some elements.
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Thble 1. Archaeological data and chemical compositions of Choson coins

e Coambol) Name age(aD)  MOERE O O O
1 (O) Choson Tongbo{ S8 EN) 1423 )] 91.3 2.9 177 0.79
2 - 1423 87.0 4.44 374 0.22
3 Sangpyong Tongbo(# T &%) 1679 77.5 3.03 0.61 19.7
4 - 1742~1752 82.6 8.17 2.74 6.73
5 - 1742~1752 75.6 8.99 3.44 6.77
6 - 1752 71.3 9.56 3.24 6.8
7 ” 1752 75.6 13.1 4.34 7.92
8 (&) ” 1752 Yeoyong-Chong 70.7 13.4 3.16 7.57
9 - 1752 (FEn) 65.1 12.8 5.28 4.73
10 . 1752 79.8 19.5 1.45 5.42
11 ” 1752 73.9 21.9 3.28 5.96
12 ” 1742 71.7 14.4 0.53 13.7
13 . 1742 71.6 15.0 0.27 14.6
14 . 1742 71.7 15.5 0.26 16.5
15 Sangpyong Tongbo( ¥4 EW) 1679~1688 68.4 17.7 0.27 13.3
16 Y 1679~1688 69.3 20.9 0.30 8.70
17 . 1679~1688 79.0 16.4 2.98 1.96
18 2(@) - 1727 Pyongan-Gamyong 77.1 17.8 107 4.65
19 ” 1727 (FREER) 54.4 9.13 1.55 26.7
20 ” 1727 60.2 9.72 2.14 28.6
21 ~ 1727 68.1 24.5 0.15 4.43
22 Sangpyong Tongbo(% @MW) 1679 70.0 20.8 3.78 3.16
23 - 1679 84.4 7.15 2.20 571
24 3(a) ” 1742~1752 81.8 3.4 0.86 12.2
25 - 1742~1752 Ho-Jo 82.5 5.07 0.91 12.4
26 ” 1742~1752 (Fy) 83.3 524 0.20 12.6
27 ” 1742~1752 75.0 13.9 2.94 6.29
28 Sangpyong Tongbo(# TFAK) 1731 63.8 13.6 0.31 17.8
29 . 1731 65.3 16.5 0.23 13.4
30 1731 65.3 18.8 0.45 12.7
31 & 1883 Ho-Jo 70.3 25.8 0.68 1.78
32 4(Aa) . 1883 (FE) 63.2 4.72 0.64 24.2
33 - 1883 71.1 17.7  0.18 1.75
34 1866 70.8 13.5  6.12 4.62
35 1866 68.6 934 3.14 155
36 Sangpyong Tongbo{# T :@¥) 1692~1752 81.1 4.87 1.17 12.7
37 - 1757 67.2 12.6 2.60 16.7
33 5(w) - 1757 Chongyung-Chong 65.5 11.6 1.26 20.3
39 1757 €:i.59 )] 70.6 12.5  4.35 13.9
40 1757 61.4 8.91 1.47 25.5

Val
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41 Sangpyong Tongbo(¥ J-@&W) 1742~1752 76.8 4.23 1.56 9.57
42 - 1742~1752 85.2 2.78 0.59 11.6
43 6(7) ” 1828 Hunryun-Dogam 68.5 23.7 (.15 0.54
44 - 1828 (JSEETE) 75.7 19.3 0.12 0.61
45 - 1828 77.2 20.7 0.11 0.62
46 . 1828 59.3 25.5 0.12 1.55
47 Sangpyong Tongbo( ¥ @) 1807 72.6 16.8 0.81 10.1
48 7(+) - 1807 Kyunyok-Chong 70.0 19.9 0.90 10.8
49 - 1883 (E1%m) 61.6 21.8 2.61 11.4
50 - 1883 69.5 15.3 0.89 14.7
Fe As Au g Co Sb Ir Os Ru Ni
(%) (%) (ppm)  (ppm) (ppm (ppm) (ppm)  (ppm) (ppm) (relative)

0.21 0.06 56.8 3.4x10° 3.7x10! 31x10° 2.3x107%  8.58 12.7 2.4x107"
0.72 0.19 915 1.9x10° 8.6x10" 9.4x10° 1.1x107%  7.39 10.9 36x107"

0.27 010  2.85 2.8x10° 4.2x 10" 3.0x10° 2.0x107% 10.4 9.52 -

0.56 0.02  4.85 5.7 % 107 1.0x10° 9.4x10" 1.9x107* 6.27 13.1 1.0x10~"
0.30  0.01 9.39 3.8x10 7.8x 10" 4.2x10" 2.5x107?  6.55 12.9 2.8x107"
0.17 0.17  6.06 1.5x10° 1.3x10% 1.3x10° 2.7x107% 15.4 9.29  4.0x10""
0.78 021 17.7 L.4x10° 1.1x10% 1.5x10°  2.2x107%  3.76 9.07  2.6x1077
0.29 0.20 9,53 8.9x10° 1.2%10° L1x10°  1.4x107% 877 14.2 -

0.34 0.25 111 8.9x 10 L7x107 1.8x10°  4.5x107%  9.62  10.5 1.9%x107!
0.30 1.21 2.48 3.0x10° 9.2x10" TAx10° 2.1x107%  6.48  13.2 4.6x107!
0.34 0.23 225 1.3x% 10" 1L.9x10° L4x10®  4.2x107% 625 1.1 2.1x10"!
0.30 0.04 3.76 5.4 % 10° 2.7%10! 6.2x10° 1.9x107%  10.4 12.2 4.1x107"
0.31 0.04 4.95 5.8%10° 3.0x 10! 4.3x10°  5.6x107° 177 10.3 1.2x107!
0.57 0.19 3.26 5.3x10° 6.6x10" 3.1x10° 1.8x107%  9.25 13.3 1.9x107"

0.21 0.04  3.11 4.5x10° 6.1 10" 51x109  2.0x107% 102 14.2 -
0.22 0.06 13.8 3.2x 107 4.4x 10" 3.2x10°  2.0x107% 124 825  8.2x107°
0.21 0.22 1.67 9.7 % 1% 1.8x10 8.9x10°  1.1x107%7  4.24 7.33 1.6x10"!
1.89 .03 2.37 1.1x10° 1.1x 10" 1.9x10° 2.8x107%  14.2 7.16 -
0.9 0.85 2.19 3.1x10° 5.2 1Y 2.8x10° 1.4x107%*  6.48 13.1 2.3x107!
0.58 0.86 1.22 2.8x10° 7.4x 10! L.5x10° 4.1x107%  2.19 7.42  4.6x10°°

2.07 0.81 127 1.9%10° 1.8x10* 27108 2.9%107%  14.3 8.86 3.4x107°

0.63 0.39 4.38 1.1x1¢° 1L.7x10° 1.4x10° 2.2x107° 8.24 13.6 7.4x10°¢
012 010 4.2 4.2x10° 6.3x 10! 8.2x10°  4.0x107° 339 10.2 9.8x107*
0.27 0.02 3.8 3.2x10° 8.6x 10" L8x10°  2.0x107% 13.1 9.26 -

0.40 002  6.68 2.0 10° 8.1x10" 8.7x100  1.1x107% 845 13.3 1.7x107"
0.20 0.02 9.69 2.4 % 10° 7.9% 10! 4.4%10" 2.5%x107%  7.24 9,82 3.8x107¢
0.32 0.17 3.33 4.9%10° 1.2x10° 4.3x10° 6.9x107% 524 12.3 6.6x10°!

0.80 0.15 2.89 2.8 10° 8.5x 10! 6.1x 107 1.6x107% 825 13.0 4.0x10°"
0.24 0.02 1.82 2.2%10° 1.1x 10 5.4x100 2.1x107% 4.58 10.2 5.5%x107°
0.36 0.10 8.20 3.5%10° 3.3x 10 4.5x10° 3.6x107%  9.62 11.5 7.1x107*
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0.85  0.93 2.9% L.9x10° 8.4x10'
.69 0.40  2.37 3.2x10° 4.5%10°
4.38 .65 512 1.1 %107 1.3 10"
0.54 1.49  3.88 3.2x10° 1.8x10°
1.45 0.49 118 3.4x10° 2.6x10°
0.5 014  5.41 4.0x10° 5.9% 10}
0.44  0.17 1.23 7.9% 10° 7.5% 10"
0.49 0.14 1.47 8.6 % 10° 7.5x 10"
0.53 0.52 1.24 1.2x 10 1.1x10°
(.49 0.16 2.51 5.3 10" 1.1x10°
0.23  0.02  0.91 3.2x 10" 4.6x 10"
0.42 0.06 0.99 3.8x10° 1.6x10°
438 222 2.83 1.5x 10" 5.5%10"
2.26 1.92 9.39 1.3x10° 2.2x10"
213 233 832 1.5x 10" 1.6x10
3.07 2.74 1.67 2.8x10° 1.6x 10"
0.47 0,04  7.25 7.8 % 10° 2.3x10°
0.51 0.04 3.47 4.9%10° 2.8x 10
0.23 0.24 5.35 3.8%10° 8.4x10¢"
0.46 0.35 6.69 3.9%10° 2.0x10°

297
9.1x10°  2.6x107% 579 14.3 3.6x107*
55%x10° 5.4x107°  8.61 7.48  2.0x107!
3.6x10° 1.8x107% 122 10.7 5.6x10°?
31x10°  1.3x107%  4.29  14.4 3.9%10""
2.5x10°  1.5x107% 7.72  12.3 -
36x10F 2.0x107%  7.93  14.2 -
L.3x10°  3.7x107* 10.4 1.9 3.7x10°!
L4x10°  3.8x107%  8.92 12.4 1.0x 107
1L7x10°  55x107°  6.28  9.83  2.3x107!
9.5x10°  2.3x107% 1.8 7.25 -
2.5x10° 3.8x107°  8.31 9,71 1.9x107!
2.3x10°  3.1x107° 15.9 9.36 2.0x10 !
3Ix10° 3.1x107°  3.26  8.21 1.8x107?
L7x10° 2.4x107°  7.42  13.3 2.1x10°*
8.1x10' 2.7x107%  12.4 20.4 -
8.3x10"  56x107° 8.69 11.4 -
6.4x10°  3.1x107* 542 962  7.9%10""
1L.5x10°  4.2x107% 15.2 794 9.2x10™"
L7x10°  2.7x107%  8.95 14.1 5.0%107"
LOx10° 2.3x107%  6.77 12.9 1.6x10°
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Component 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Eigenvalue 3.03 2.82 1.68 1.14 1.08 0.83 0.72
Contribution(%) 234 21.8 13.0 14.7 8.35 6.42 5.57
Cumulative(%) i 23.4 45.2 58.2 72.9 81.3 87.7 93,2
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Table 3. Eigenvector coefficients and communalities

Eigenvector Coefficients Communalities
Elements
Comp. 1 Comp. 2 Comp. 3 Comp. 1 Comp. 2 Comp. 3
As 0.452 0.093 0.322 0.619 0.025 0.175
Cu -0.085 —0.480 —0.031 0.022 0.649 0.002
Sn —0.267 —0.096 0.373 0.217 0.026 0.234
Ag -0.239 -0.314 0.382 0.173 0.278 0.245
Fe 0.431 0.130 0.255 0.564 0.047 0.109
Zn —0.264 0.354 -(.385 0.211 0.353 0.249
Co -0.272 0.368 0.253 0.224 0.383 0.108
Sb -0.281 0.391 0.321 0.241 0.430 0.174
Pb 0.377 0.117 0.239 0.432 0.038 0.096
Ir 0.130 0.100 0.121 0.051 0.028 0.025
Ru -0.159 0.251 0.205 0.077 0.178 0.071
Ni —0.194 0.074 0.162 0.114 0.015 0.044
Au -0.170 —0.360 0.300 0.088 0.366 0.152
Os 0.023 0.028 0.100 0.021 0.013 0.024
‘! I | i
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Fig. 1. First-to-second eigenvector plot for Choson coins using 14 elements.
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