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Abstract

These days the Korean costume becomes the formal dress to be worn on particular
occasions. The Westernization of life style, inculding dress, has made the costume of wearing
traditional dress disappear from Korean’s everyday life.

This study is launched to investigate the precious textiles and materials of the past before
they vanish; this study deals with the materials of folk costume in the early 20th century,
preceding Westernization. The research method adopted in the study was interviews of fifth-
five elderly persons living around the Mt. Kumo area in Gyungbuk province.

The result was that costume culture in that area was poor because people living in the area
were economically less well off due to meager agricultural products. There was no variety in
the style of costumes to be worn for various occasions, It was also nothworthy that because
of no diversification in naming, only one representative word was used to name several types
of costumes. On the other hand, it was discovered that the people in the Mt. Kumo area had
religious aspirations stemming from their folk beliefs concerning costumes. They also had an

attitude of saving money despite poor economic conditions.
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