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Present Statistical Status in Papers in the Korean Journal of
Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery

Hyun Song, M.D.*, Kyeh Hyeon Park, M.D.*, Woong Han Kim, M.D.*, Tae Gook Jun, M.D.**

From January 1983 to December 1992, There were 1441 papers in the Korean Journal of Thoracic
and Cardiovascular Surgery. Among these papers, 783 (54.3 %) were original article or clinical analysis
and 652(45.2%) were case reports. A total of 319 papers contained some statistical analysis.

In 150 cases(47.0 %) of these 319 papers, the statistical description was insufficient. Of the correctly
described papers, 115(68 %) had more than one statistical error. Of course, in many cases the errors
were not considered to be severe, but they were often sufficient to raise doubts about some inferences.

We suggest that authors should be more careful when they describe and apply statistical methods. If
possible, authors should interpret results with statistical specialists. And we also suggest that our so-
ciety have more extensive statistical refereeing system. This would at least prevent the worst errors
from appearing in print. The last suggestion is elementary instruction in statistical methods during

preclinical training.

(Korean J Thoracic Cardiovas Surg 1994;27:732-7)
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1. =2 237 (1983d 19 % 199203 1297}4A)

¥ 5

CherE ol npats| X|off HIXHE SHX 24

¥ 2. 57 wye| 7150l AoiMe| EHE (n=319)

R X X1 £(N) % _ AR £F N | %

FI S 172 11.9 EE Wael $A e A1Ee] el BAR | L. | g6
YT 611 424 ojulgt Bogh =§ '
e 652 452 =4 $A yel AT A o | |

71 E 6 04 ot A 4R g EF ‘

g A 1441 100

AR} e DABeI BA el AEH ||

o A& =E '

» ol gFo] olx BA BAL AREA AN |

o}, #AHE Fetala, ool g FF AN AW L w2A s sl =¥ '
A A5t sheich. AF Wl FANEE AW NER = |
2 (1% 247 Y€ =8 '

AFCHA W Y
1. A CHA

A hAre 19831 195E 19924 12¥ 744 H§F
Bolg) s3] ol UHY =F 1441 A& 22 3t
o] F FHMRIL 652 (452%) B AT, FA, 7IEt 68 &
AL 4A 1728 (11.9%), A A+ 6113 (42.4%)2
% 78398 Ao 2 S ch(E 1).

2. ok

aA F e BN =EES A Bgkedl, 2
shte B4 w7l slelA] BAAE L devt st
Zo)a, E dhhis Al 419 Al Aol ZH A 79
LF B AR o B 7EL b i

1) EA g8el 7=

O A7 gkl HatEo] A4 FA 4 whe] 7|
<5 et

@ AAEC] 71€d A i Ee] AA R 1 EFelA
4= d=7H?

2) S/ 2A0 BMT ttet 7IE

olol thatod I o3t BAIMA TS FHaLg sfo] 7
oz Al ed, Azte] $A WSl oM X A
£ ot F7HE WH 71 &8 okt 2o

@ HFFH o] FA ol iAo FAAA A7 7E

T-73A4 e ASole xEe 277t 29d 3288 3
Zlelle A AsR] B3 45, FAre]l AAA He| o
slolM A BEE MY F dludlE By FE2 T
7%, B 7] (pairing)7} A A3} X3 739, 37 o]l
Aol v aE 274 WA o2 AlYF A9E AW Hk
3, ANOVA A9 2A%& AAF A4 (Feh #4)= A

A5 Abgatelnt she AL A wgte).

@ vl W] B4 glojAe Al B3 71

Wl WS A% WER ve] 34 Ay =23

Chi-square 73 A®]-& A g =F F o= 3§ cell®] o] 24
o

o2 AR A7} S ool ) 4R ASE AH B
gket.
® 42 R 37 F4el Aol TAYA B E

) 3
4R 37 BAL T Fol ool AT BAR Aol
o) Foq A4 o4& AT A9 Hoket
@ A A2 A QeiH) BAH B 1F
ofu AE AR AL shgA AFel dE A%
o) 47} Heds AR WL ol gote] YEET T
A, AEET 7T F BE A $L EF 049
Fol gt A2 45 uoheh

)

A7}

19831 1936 1992 12 74x] 10:d 7} A5 7}
&3 o s =S £ 14419 o, 2 F YA
E 17289 (11.9%), YA+ AT 6113 (42.4%), Z B3 652
H@52%)eldx, A5 2@ FA, 7el= eHeoldr}
(F ). A4 2 oA AT 783 Foll A, wh<ed] Fak 2
o, ozl @ o, Yol P dul 5 dedt WiEE %
B, FEHAANE 7|7 =52 4640 22 593 %01
3, BAIA A28 3199 (40.7 %) A A= gt

1) EH 2810| 71=01 LOIM el M (F 2)

EAAN HT-S A AE =5 3198 F, 54 e 71
ol Qloj A, =8 4ol SA gl sige] A3 glo] o
2] p-value ¥ EAIA on] & F-o{gh =12 1233 (38.6%)
olglom, o Wejglel = 54 A wo] AL dc}
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Doy

I 7leEe] Aoy AA HEHA 4 = 9828
%), A7 el AHEE B W] ZlEH o A
L, A e n@GA AR 7] EH o Sle =& 16
H(GS0%e At =& o7 FH A £4& T
of o] §Fo] o FA AL 3tHeA] W =S
ol e 4-+= 29 sl

2) A 20 AUMC EME

SAA A2E AT =% F Ve AR A
Wle) o FE AT ¢ AW 12598 Al efhd, FA
el £ FE A  Add" =2 19490]500

1. T-testO| M2 E2XMA

A ) 275 AAE U =F 1948 Fo
A, T-test& A7 =52 1173 (60.3 %) o]l &, HA
9] z}o]7} 9l = student T-test7} 45 =F2 339
(28.2%) ol 2w, Bl 7] (pairing)7} 2 A s}A] 3 =&
2 21 (17.9%), 37 olAtell A HFE-H 0 2 T-testS A| 3}
3 79 459 (38.5%)0) gl .

N
HI
&
HI

Mool EME

A FAE A =52 & 249 (20.5%) o),
A FAE Al F Fop (A HJA)7E A8 A
B =EL 59 (20.8%), HA4 EA4 & AP F Fopy)
w2ZH T-HAG S A8 =5 78 (29.2%), ¥4 ¥4
o] vtE FrhEAe] Ala8E A5 38 (12.5%)o] 2t

3. H|AE W0l ANAM e EHE

HSE R AR 2 359 (18.0%) UK
=4, ¢]% Chisquare A& A|g =52 269 (74.3
%), Fisher 214 &&8Y& A3 =& 113 (31.4%)0]
A, 23 ol A= Chi-square 73 A 3} Fisher 214 #E49]-&
Aol Ab2-3bgdct. Chi-square 78S A3 =& 269
%, Cross-tableol| 4] o]= 3} celle] o] 2A 2.2 AALE 7]
o) %] 7} su)ukel| A Chi-square A& o] -8 #-$
(50 %), SHAFZo] 150)3}ol 4] Chi-square 73 R o]
=19 (3.8%) o]t}

4. A2 BA H & EM0f AN M EHE

o
He
D
o

e
¢

3

op fr
-
oY ;‘E‘.

<
N
o
Y
32
£ of

of 2] %]
1994;27:732-7

5 ME X2 M0 AoMe ZHIH

AE g 48 A8 =32 124 slddenl, s
A9 el E 7]Ee] gl 797 281 (38.9%). B
2o 7t A2 E AHE S o] g3t T H4EES
T A= 11H (15.3%), £F 22} (standard error)8] %
ol gli= A7} 263 (36.1 %) A ch.

a &

o) &to] o Fokol| A oIF Aol N3t sf A2} 2
Froll R o3t BA1Y FaAL T4 Hor) glRu
2| & Folell FAIBIA v A A A7 F BAE
A3 A2 7 ol w2 BA &2 Aol dAlo|rt
AfH o o3t AEAE He FAES o =Fo] d
Aol M REGE o, et A3 AL FA 24
g3t BE ZHg AUs] 2R Fol AAY Aoz A
Z+shal 21 AR ARHC Aol e A
Al = Ak A4 £4E A B gE dx)
A Wl e) vbspoll A L -] HAFhR
o2 gt} el E FA2] 3 %
HA F Zell= ] AR = 234 o] A of ¥at
s AAEH = e, GA] vk ol kel A L S /E
e AT 1A= S

E AFeNA A 1097 HEHEF-2] 2 83 2o Al
HF 14479 =% FolA A /1S AHEE =
3199 & Ate] ¥ A Q7w skl S 7S A &)
715% =2 1698 02 53.0%Q A, o] 16979 =7 F
ol 4 BA Z1Ake] o} FAHE AW = 4o
320% sl A4 719 S AHEE AA =EoR
AAbsto] B, 16.9 %49l k== F Ak AEd o2
AT-El vEtH F o] F& FR o)Ak o]z ¥ Ao
A A7 71F0] 71EY] AF 71Fel vlsle] F §Hol
o Wk Wl ol g o7 Azpel A7 shRA| e
AT 16.9% o] ] o) o} FA7} A= =ieldd
ofuic). sfubstd chAzbel FA|Ae] ) stoizie 1
R FAH w Foll =] Ao BT AR o 8k )
Aolze € 5 ga, =gk B Ao Ak 7] Eel A
Hd 4 gl7] Wiolch oful A Ag A whe] r|Ex
Ao v} WA sthsle AR E 7pA ol oeigte
Zio|c}.
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M =R A4S Ae)stm BAD dojrh s E 2
A WohAs] WA =% 319 2 1697 (53.0%)%e] &
A welel 7%l slelA EAI7E ek ol= oAl = F
w9)3} 3] aplol A BA W] 71EA AAE 25
Fala glehE AS wede] 5 lolch Ak oo s
e 3 e N o, =2 A7 el A7
7}5o) 243 BA o] WAook &1e, o Fe
A S A3 A deE] ARale] A 43 A W
e vdahx g, 527 E5EA] dRE 4 #A W
B} 71 ol Aafol] 245153 HA]sFoof it}
3] AR e A wHle] A8 dele 1 B
whell di gt Zbek A S shske o] H2ke] ol € &
B8] Helet ARt mg wEol A Al &
(Table) S A A& A9+, % 1 AAZH -z 49
& 5 9l AAE gFolof 37| Wi, Fell= A T
o) sap, A% BA WL AR QA A9l B
o] gteidole} 4 7t=ick.
B Gabel e ool A by gl ARed
5wy, 2 1 A 7}11 2 zelsjo gk AAE
= #F g 7ol ol
_g] FZo] B T4 o)
2 A9 o o 2]
o -} »lc QEEE R
v A A E
D 548k 2ot
%, 2) ARe B2
3) 22 7R
bt AeEs 34 T URel e 4
73 A5 gated 201 F w4}
2717} 60]akal A5t Wl BA5A
s HEE oﬂ ﬂu}” EAR B A T el
gepd) T-AAYE AHgstelof a7k ANOVA 24
& Apgajolof slrlE AYstolop shizul. 3T ool
Aol A 5 Eare] Aol E HAT W TS A
ol wA glo] T-AAMe] HEHO R AP aer
ror7}h Z7}sted, ein] gl 7% ofv] olvhar sh AHE
e HEE 2Aok et ahebd ko] 3F o]
ANOVA test¥oll AFF A (v} w2
Bonferroni correction, Turkey, Duncan, Neuman-Keuls.
Scheffe, Dunnett 5-& 2 4-sjjo} g} V. AR 2 H 73] 2]
v ol A &3] WA E = L FE, fAstLA) B Ak T
o) F3o] M2 FEHAo vk EH ol sk Hloll T 2
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Chetg el ntats| X ol HIRHE SHIH

A& shdvlar 748k, % Fol cardiac index”} At
27} HAd ke 4] A B A, F paired
T-test & 3look &} Zigld], -1'¢ T-test (unpaired T-test)

2 A)gste A-Solth o] S % 9 cardiac index:=
o F Al 3L F7| W Tl (F5H L BA) pair-
ed T-testZ A8} 8}odo} ghr}. wkef 539l A& Ao o
3}ed unpaired T-testS A3} A 22 olvf gl= 2
g ov] go}ir & == B-error7t FIE B2 o3
0]: ﬂ";}l 2, 5’

PF 9 vlx F Tl HAH 2 o] 8ol FUHE L U=
HAt {w‘j— 43 (Analysis of variance, ANOVA)Z 37 o]4te]
BFA 5 vlwshs A 71, & ATl 2 F2
AL 7& J7} Feiso] 2 LF7F #AFH A FAF B S
Al F 9v] gl ARt S ds dubd e g o o]
Abe] 24 BAe Hax o, BAHLR o] gl=
A7 S wie o] FFNA = F T 7he] Aol
o o)l AR o2 on|7} oA k== HASA =
£, o] doll A L3} == ubge] A HA F2 Fo
vl wolc}, FH 2= HEg ule} 7] Bonferroni correc-
tion, Turkey, Duncan, Neuman-Keuls, Scheffe, Dunnett -5
o] it} cHRHEH-2) 3 &3] Aol = 10L47P % 249 9] BA}
FA S o] 83 =] e, A #4E A F
Sl (AR HA P A 8EA u!f\_ =52 5208
%), A £A4& A8 F Frpu|aEA T-AAHSE A
g =FE 79 (292%), B4 B4 glo] riE FrhEA

R

o] A1 E A= 3R (12.5%)e 2 AV fle =210
Ho 2 41.6%Ar)

Hld s wige] BA 4 AL A5 0|2 X3t Wi, &
¥ € (frequency) = B]§ (ratio)s wlwsl= Hbdald],
A, 32¥7<HL/EH 2T, T F AENAE 5 FE AER=

Hprh 2 ololv], ABOEN Y, ¥ 55 2eid 4= F
AT, TH2E vhr e 5, & titer 5 Al 7H#]
ooz ZebAE opHql thiA W o7 A
Bajolt), 2E UM 2E A% Wiet s ¥
Mg fef BRshe Aol drtER] vdg W2 3
e 4= glv}. g k- el A FF- 2+ Chi-square test, Fis-
her’s test, Score test for trend, Ridit test $-¢]| 2]t}
Chi-square 73 "o} A H 3] A -&x=H 2 7= 9] 7] &
Z71e] mbZFE]ojof gt} A= A T TAE Aok
sl o7 500]4ke] TR, kAl A Fo) A7t
15013}9) 74 9-ol] = Chi-square ¥-E¢l 2]&F 2.2}7} 72| 7]
w] ol Fisher's testol] 2] &}ed £ 73L& slodo} g} &
3= Cross tabulationel| A &t celle] o] &2 o2 A Al 7]
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X7} HAagE 5 o] A Fojof dl=d], 5 IRkl A$=
Yates®] A # o 2|3t Chi-square 74 A S A48},
Fisher's test2 AF&3}odo} gt} A& H&x7} A2 =
YA Ql7} F42 Q7)o ik aedzt glejok st 51
el 7§-olE Chisquare AR S A &3t FAd3 o
Abell Biale] B3] ]z Ao AL Azpe} A Fo] FA}
AE v wate A 22 $53 < %50l McNemar
Chi-square testE 2 &sjo} g}’ B odFo| A= Chi-
square 74 A& A 43 =& Fol A 7] )7} sw)ukel 7
$-uk Abs] Hold)], Chi-square 4 H o] 4481 269 &
ol A 138 el &) 1 7)o 2] 7} Sw]ekel 7 9-<ld] A g-3hdnt.
THA A vldS HEE dE HERE apte] BA E4
< A3l 412 &9 functional class 22 v]el s
HEE A4 Wp R vl (223} slo]) vl AR,
SJAE EA7F Q= A Aele} shAch ol functional

class?-2 A X (grade)?} wiAA & A9 ohit3] F3H
Htel] ZAsE AFRo|w, "hef 1, 2, 3, 42 A3} g}
I Eledx 13} 2 &2 29} 37k9] - THAolwta dd

£ A golA "ot wepd o= 7 FHE AR
3} e e o, Al fag Asake 7bR AL
B3} Ridit (Relative to an identified distribution) 33
8-S A}4-3)odo} g}

A7 FA ol sleiA i*] T ko] PAol] H3ted o
A AE g7} sl o & qta} vol ol A, F5-A
2} 7], FAF 4F F=o} ﬂ#% 2 wgeEte] A
HEZ FAsle Ao A FA3 37 B, + &
Al 71o] o= A FA A u AA R AHEEHE 5
He Az o2} 37 AL HeETle] WA
=d F439, o] 7]"3* "} shH o ’%“L-T‘% %3}"4

2 Wg 3k FA(
sich gk Ak A % HPE7F A0 A E A
Aoltp. F At BAe F Wz AF fAVE &
A o3& W Algsled vlsle] 39 FAMS F HEZ
AF FA7E BHE Aol AHgsA el A
sl aloix e B ubu ) v 2 o] gl
R o g Bl 2 22 Pearson AT QL5
Bl A Al 2= Spearman AM#AlTE, Kendall®]
Tau-b AF&A <, Hoffding Dependence A#A =7} 2}
AHE FF ARAFE FIdA] ARAT A}
A HAEE A A 7] ol AdRA ol gk
FoA AL slodof gt 100 Fb HEHF-7-2] 7 313
Ao HxE =TE FollA A4AB[AY ALK S A
3 =8 4830] g, FEA BA M E @ F
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P-valueoll o &t elgo] 9l
A= A

& 2lg el B2 valve failure 59 complication ¥
cancer patient®] survival wj-Zo| FH-2]3} od oo ] who|
*}%‘5]':‘ A ddelg} & ¢ olvk AES] AHE Y

= é Z A & & (actual survival rate)@} A}t = B
A A Z8 (adjusted survival rate) 2 Y& = 9l=dl, A=
AEES oA A o7 AE & T g A
EFEE vE Yok EEe Aol ol HESS
FA AEER AEE =Y, A AELEY TS
7P RAEES T o) EF FAEt e WS ¢
olghc) AdA g A g e o] Sk 2 b
(parametric method)=}, = 3 ] (life-table method), prod-
uct-limit ¥}, Chiang’s ¥} %-2] v] &
method)7} Sle}. o] % A% Y (life-table method. Cut-
ler-Ederer method)-& “1 F+ol] HE 7 gro] Ab&-E = )b
ey, dubd o g g 7o R ) 502 oo gich
weba] Fe] =7]7F 2Hg wl= Kaplan-Meier (Product-
limi)y & Abg-alof ol ¥ digkgF-o) At A= 5
74] 719 E AFE-EE 31999 =3 F AE AR w4

231 (22.6 %)l A Al = =l Aol oA "?11]7]' £
aicﬂ wwo o 13 o]al i b AE AEES T
g} v 9] 7]&o| %}17J‘/}/standard error«] 0‘1%0] 7L}
T 7} Hojxl Kaplan-Meier?] 72 4 &858 73}
of &l=d] & life table method& A}&3}e] EA47} 9l = =
ol

A AEFo|u A AE FAde] A ET JE'E A
3.2} 3k o F 1AL whet zfo] 7} Q) =A1E A B ]
e F AE FA0 B aE A Etoo} ahs ‘ﬂ a %
F2E Greenwood AH4 (Peto2] ZHH A1), Mantel-
Haenszel ¥, Log rank ¥, Wilcoxon rank 4], Likelihood
ratio®] 5] sl Greenwood A3 (Peto2] 7FH A)H]
< A A A7A Y 5 B A Fohed| o] T A EE
zpolofl di3t FrojAd AL 7hehdl. A A FEV NS B
gt A E oFgoll zbolol| iEF ol HAL =rbeErh
Mantel-Haenszel ¥ -2 Ao A B
T A 2] A1717] wtell FHl7F oA A% BAIA A
o] o} & ubiofl vla] & xhgo] gloh. 11 9] Log rank
B2 A& 7|7ke] 71 AFHE., Wilcoxon rank ¥l 4 & 7|7}
o] #-& A8l H A, Likelihood ratio -2 4 & 7|7t
o] ¥-Z 7} exponential ¥ £-5 u}-g uf A}&o] 7}5slc

AEH o R B ATl Fasl 107k o ghg--o| 25t
3] 7)ol Al F 14413 2] = Foll A BAI) 718 A

E¥ol 11H R 23%f| A &

F

¢

4
r_{

¢

< ¥ (nonparametric

]_

censored casesE 7] &
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23 =52 31990, 2 FollA] A7 widigke] &
A e A3 7|Ed =TS 169822 53.0%% 3,
o] 169 9] =& FollA FA 71PAe] olF FAE AU
W =Re s4u e E 2.0%e Mgt BA 7S AL
£3 A =Fo2 AAsle] B, 16.9 %4l E = 5
22, o] AL FH2l 7} Aol Ao A3 A we A
Sol drh Be AlREo] £#A vt st AS B
F& a7delzt & 5 sldlct

oz FAAH & shAsl= o2y, B AA= ofd
o] B 712 A& A A3 Bope

AA = Eale] o). oA W] 54 WS A
3] 7|&3te, & R2E e FA gAY A E dh,
A3 M 7 Ests A R 208 B, B4 F
AE Fuste 59 2o F¥3 HES) ol 11
o2y AF AT ofu]E Rt T AL &
A4 gl ezt £t

A &3 Aol Xy =5 AL Aol $41 =7
o] B3 28 A We] 7l P A g g AFE
olgdala, 7hestld HA Y Foll BA AE7E 7
A& =Fol dsted B4 whlel g FEE A 636}#
ol

As 2= EA Sl 3 w5 7stR, dAHdA 2
oje-go| geojz} QA AFe] w&HA,

o 1‘“1
20

CH3hE 20| BHaHE Xl of) HIKE SHE

g Aol A o] B g 7hsHE Azte B 5 Aok

olAke. 2 1983 dHE 19927k 107 HEHEH-¢
a5 o HEH =FES A2 B4 e Ve
7} A Lol gl 275 AT Bk, 2 HAAE A
ab3fed Bgket.
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