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Primary Lipoma of the Heart
-A Case Report-

Il Young Chung, M.D.*, Hee Jae Juhn, M.D.*, Phil Cho Choi, M.D.*,
See Young Ham, M.D.*, See Chan Sung, M.D.*, Jong Soo Woo, M.D.*

Primary cardiac lipoma is an extremely rare condition. We reports a case of primary lipoma located
mainly in the right atrium of the heart in a 58-year-old male patient.

The initial presenting symptoms were dyspnea followed by rapidly progressive congestive heart
failure. Echocardiogram revealed huge mass on right atrium with stalk arising from septum. Under
cardiopulmonary bypass the mass was removed and revealed characteristic findings of lipoma on
microscope. The patient was recovered without any problem. We would like to describe this case of
rare tumor with the review of literatures.

(Korean J Thoracic Cardiovas Surg 1994;27:310-2)
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Fig. 1. Preoperative chest roentgenogram showing cardiom-

egaly.
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Fig. 2. Preoperative echocardiogram showing huge mass in
right atrium.
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Fig. 3. Lipoma after removal.

Fig. 4. Photomicrograph of the lipoma.

Fig. 6. Postoperative chest CT showing residual mass in
heart and pericardium.
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“The heart is an organ too noble to be attacked by a
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