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A Study on the Origin of the Native Plant's Name in Korea
In Hwan PARK

Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Kyungpook National University

Abstracts

This paper analyzed the linguistic origin of the korean plant’s name to give the better un-
derstanding of korean plants through the botanical names of native plants. In this study, a
book “Flora of Korean” was used for analyzing plani’s names. Some of the results were
summerized as follows.

Names of native planis in Korea were derived from ammal and botanical were highest
rate as 23.6 percent. And another names were composed of form of plants, local region, in-
agination, human beings and appearance of plant, each rate was 19.6 percent, 17.9 percent,
15.0 percent, 14.2 percent and 8.3 percent, respectively. Although the rate of name derived

from botanical components was lowest, the number was 75.
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Table 1. The mvestigated items in this study.

Items

Related points with
characteristics

Appearance of plant

Characterictics of appearance

Human-beings or tools

Anmal and plant

Conjectural names

The name of a place or origin

An element of plants

Small

Large

Strict

Hanging

Whole plant parts

Leaf hairs

Number of leaves

The color of appearance
Flower appearance

Human-heings
Tools

Animal appearance
A parts of animal
Plant paris

A prefix which have a meaning, similiar or not
Growth habitat
Poetic name

Ecological characteristics of native place
The name of growing place
The name of origin’s place

Smells (Good ar Bad)
Compounds of plants
Edible taste

Table 2. The ratio of investigated items in this study.

Item Number of species Ratio (%)

Appearance 386 8.3
Whole part 912 19.6
Human-bemg or tools 659 14.2
Animal or plant 1,096 23.6
Conjectural names 696 15.0
Place 831 17.9
An element in plants 75 1.6

Total 4,652 1000
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