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— Abstract

A STUDY OF ATTITUDES TOWARD AND USE OF PIT
AND FISSURE SEALANTS BY DENTISTS IN CHON—BUK AREA

Jae—Gon Kim, D.D.S., M.S.D., Byeong—Ju Baik, D.D.S., Ph. D.

Department of Pedodontics, College of Dentistry,
Chonbuk National University

Since the introduction of pit and fissure sealants in the early 1970’s, many studies have
been published amply documenting the efficacy of these materials as caries—preventive
agents. However, the acceptance of the technique by dentist has been questionable.

This survey was investigated the attitudes toward and use of pit and fissure sealants
by dentist in Chonbuk area.

The results were as follows :

1. Utilization of pit and fissure sealants is very high. Only 15% of dentists never use
pit and fissure sealants, whereas 85% generally' use pit and fissure sealants.

2. Most dentists reported that their knowledge of pit and fissure sealants was gained
through dental schools education.

3. Concern about difficult to sell’ to patient, poor retention of pit and fissure sealants
and unsubstantiated by research were given as the main reasons why pit and fissure
sealants was not used.

4. Patient demands and various educate program were given as important factors that
would lead to increase use of pit and fissure sealants.
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