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Table 1. Age and sex distribution of the study population

Poor area Control area Total
Age(year)
Male Female Male Female Male Female
No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%)
&9 23(12.6) 19( 9.7) 4( 1.7} o —) 27( 6.4) 19( 4.8)
10—19 41(22.5) 35(17.9) 17¢ 7.1 16( 8.0) 58(13.7) 51(12.9)
20—29 40(22.0) 43(22.1) 123(51.0) 76(37.8) 163(38.5) 119(30.1)
30—39 25(13.7) 30(15.4) 7( 2.9) 3( 1.5) 32( 7.6) 33( 8.3
40—49 26(14.3) 23(11.8) 11€ 4.6} 32(15.9) 37( 8.7 55(13.9)
50—59 20(11.0) 25(12.8) 68(28.2) 59(29.6) 88(20.8) 84(21.2)
60—69 7( 3.8) 10( 5.1 9( 3.7) o —) 16( 3.8) 10( 2.5)
70+ o —) 10( 5.1) 2( 0.8) 15( 7.5) 2( 0.5) 12( 3.0)
Total 182(100.0) 195(100.0)  241(100.0) 201(100.0)  423(100.0)  396(100.0)°
Mean Age(years) 31.1+£18.78 37.1+17.41 34.3+18.29
Person per hou- 4.5+ 1.09 4.5t 1.11 4.5+ 1.10

sehold
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Table 2. Frequency of medical care utilization and average utilization days for a month per hou-

sehold
Poor area(N=85) Control area(N=96) Total(N=181)
Mean+ SD Mean+ SD Meanz SD
Frequency of medical care 4.6 + 3.11 4.3 + 2.51 4.4 + 2.80
utilization per a month
Hospital & clinic 1.3+ 1.7 1.1 + 1.53 1.2 £ 1.61
Pharmacy 2.9 + 2.50 2.8 x 1.72 2.8 + 2.12
Herb clinic 0.2 + 0.41 0.2 + 0.43 0.2 + 0.42
Folk medical pratice 0.1 £ 0.43 0.1 + 0.30 0.1 + 0.35
Others 0.1 + 0.02 0.01 + 0.05 0.03+ 0.16
Average days of utilization 12.9 + 14.67 12.5 +14.11 12.7 £ 14.34
per a month
Hospital & clinic 4.1+ 7.25 3.7 + 7.15 3.9+ 7.18
Pharmacy 6.6 + 9.81 7.0 +£10.49 6.8 +10.15
Herb clinic 1.5 + 3.70 0.9 £ 2.58 1.2 + 3.16
Folk medical pratice 0.5 + 1.97 0.3 + 1.58 0.7 £ 2.89
Others 0.01+ 0.40 0.001+ 0.05 0.1 + 0.28

Table 3. Monthly income. expenditure, consumption expenditure, medical care expenditure, medical

insurance premium per household

Poor area(N=85)

Control area(N=96) Total(N=181)

Mean+ SD Meanz SD Mean# SD
Income(A) 848.6+ 388.8** 1752.34 985.2 1327.94 887.3
Expenditure(B) 635. 3+ 345.8°* 1414.64 773.7 1048. 6+ 723.8
Consumption expenditure(C) 568.8+ 271.8"" 1238.4+ 595.3 923.9+ 577.8
Medical care expenditure(D) 34.5+ 45.8 58.4+ 101.5 48.4+ 81.1
Medical insurance(E) 12.9+ 6.2** 26.8+ 15.5 20.2+ 13.9
D/A(%) 4.1 3.3 3.7
D/B(%) 5.4 4.1 4.6
D/C(%) 6.1 4.7 5.2
(D+E)/A(%) 5.6 4.9 5.2
(D+E)/B(%) 7.5 6.0 6.6
(D+E)/C(%) 8.3 6.9 7.4
E/A(%) 1.5 1.5 1.5

Unit . 1,000 Won
*p0.01,
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Table 4. Mean medical care expenditure by items of medical care

Poor area Control area Total
Items e s —
Meanz SD Mean+ SD Meanz SD
Medicines 19.8+ 42.07 30.6+ 85.71 26.2+ 66.37
Medical appliances 0.4 0.95 1.1+ 2.52 0.8+ 1.77
Fee For Medical consul- 14.34 34.55 26.7+ 69.45 21.4+ 54.51
tation
Total 34.5+ 45.87 58.41 101.54 48,4+ 81.13

Unit 1,000 Won

Table 5. Mean medical care expenditure per household by medical facility

Medical Poor area

Control area Total

facili
cility Meant+ SD( % )

Mean+ SD( % ) Mean+SD ( % )

Hospital & clinic 9.9+ 21.13%(28.7)

22.1x 80.78 (37.8) 17.5+ 61.12 (36.1)

Pharmacy 9.0+ 9.37 (26.0) 10.6+ 16.45 (18.3) 9.8+ 13.64 (20.2)

Herb clinic 12.8+29.19 (36.9) 11.8+ 31.46 (20.4) 12.4+ 30.34 (25.6)

Folk medical practice 2.2+ 5.57 ( 6.4) 13.5+ 57.33 (23.1) 8.3+ 25.68 (17.2)

Others 0.7+ 2.40 ( 1.8) 0.3+ 1.45 ( 0.4) 0.4+ 1.95 ( 0.8)
Total 34.5+ 45.87*(100.0) 58.4+ 101.54 (100.1) 48.4+81.13 (100.0)

Unit * 1,000 Won

* p<0. 05.
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Table 6. Monthly mean medical care expenditure per visit and a day of medical utilization by medical

facility
Medical Poor area Control area Total
facility
Mean+ SD Meanz+ SD Mean+ SD
Per visit
Hospital & clinic 7.5+ 10.72" 19.6+ 37.62 14.2+ 29.44
Pharmacy 3.2+ 2.61 3.7t 3.94 3.4+ 3.78
Herb clinic 58.1+49.14 66.0+ 68.54 62.1+ 59.38
Folk medical practice 19.9+421.71 112.8+172.19 69.2+ 133.16
Others 10.9+19.15** 27.5+ 17.68 13.6+ 19.25
Total 7.4+ 9.32** 12.6+ 18.11 10.2+ 14.85
Per a day
Hospital & clinic 3.6+ 4.63" 9.7+ 20.13 7.0+ 15.56
Pharmacy 1.7+ 1.03 2.3+ 2.95 2.1+ 2.27
Herb clinic 19.0+ 31.53 24.0+ 32.38 21.2+ 31.76
Folk medical practice 8.3+ 10.53" 55. 1+ 167.02 31.2+122.52
Others 10.7+19.25%* 27.5+ 17.68 13.5+ 19.35
Total 2.8+ 2.83** 6.3+ 11.70 4.6+ 8.87
Unit - 1,000 Won
* p<0. 05.
* *p(0.01.
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- Abstract—

Medical Care Expenditure of Residents in Urban Poor Area

In Soo Hwang., Kyeong Soo Lee, Chang Yoon Kim,
Pock Soo Kang, Jong Hak Chung

Department of Preventive Medicine and Public Health
College of Medicine, Yeungnam University

Taegu, Korea

This study was carried out to assess medical care expenditure of residents in urban poor area.

The study population included 377 family members of 85 households in the poor area of Daemy-
ung 8-Dong, Nam-Gu, Taegu and 442 family members of 96 households in a control
area.

The data was collected through self-administered questionnaires completed by housewives.

The survey was conducted from March 1‘ to May 31, 1992.

The mean age was 31.1 years in the poor area and 37.1 years in the control area. The
average number of households per house was 4.5 in the poor area and 4.5 in the control area.

The frequency of medical care utilization per household in a one month period was 4.6 in
the poor area and 4.3 in the control area. The average number of days of utilization was 12.9
in the poor area and 12.5 in the control area.

The averge monthly income of a househlod in the poor area was 848,600 Won compared to
the control area's 1,752,300 Won. The average monthly consumption expenditure of a household
in the poor area was 568,800 Won and that in the control area 1,238,400 Won.

The average medical care monthly expenditure per household was 34,500 Won in the poor
area and 58,400 Won in the control area.

The proportion of the medical care expenditure to monthly income and to monthly consumption
expenditure was 4.1% and 6.1% respectively in the poor area, and 3.3% and 4.7%, respectively
in the control area.

The premium of medical insurance was 1.5% in both areas.

The proportion of cost for drug was 57.4%. for medical appliance was 1.2%, and for medical

treatment was 41.1% in the poor area and in the control area 52.4%, 1.9%, 45.7%, respectively.
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The highest proportion of medical care expenditures in the poor area was herb clinic utilization
(36.9%). while hospital and clinic (37.8%) was the highest proportion in the control area.
Mean medical care expenditure per visit was 7,400 Won in the poor area and 12,600 Won
in the control area. Mean medical care expinditure per day was 2,800 Won in the poor area

and 6,300 Won in the control area.

Key Words : Medical care expenditure, Urban poor area





