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= Abstract=

Cytologic Features of Primary Amelanotic Melanoma of the Vagina
- A Case Report -

Sung Ran Hong, M.D., Hy Sook Kim, M.D., and Chong Tack Park, M.D.*

Departments of Pathology and Obstetrics and Gynecology®*, Cheil General Hospital

A case of primary amelanotic melanoma of the vagina diagnosed in scraping
smear is described. A 64-year-old woman complained of vaginal bleeding with a
2.5X2cm sized, fungating mass on the right lateral vaginal wall near the introitus
for 2 months.

Scraping smears from the mass showed scattered individual tumor cells with sin-
gle, bi- or multi-nucleated eccentric nuclei having prominent macronucleoli and
occasional intranuclear inclusions. The cytoplasm was plump and cyanophilic with
a indistinct rim. No melanin pigment was identified.

Characteristic cytologic features of this case were very helpful to exclude more
common squamous cell carcinoma in the vagina, which was strongly suggested in
biopsy specimen.

Key words : Amelanotic melanoma, Vagina, Cytologic features
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melanoma  cells (Papanicolaou
stain). A. Individually scattered tumor cells in inflamma-

Fig. 1. Malignhant
tory background(Xx200). B. Note eccentric nucleus,
relatively regular fine chromatin pattern, prominent nu-
cleolus and indistinct wispy cytoplasm(Xx1000). C. A
giant cell with intranuclear pseudoinclusions (X 400).
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Fig. 2. Nodular melanoma of the right vaginal walt re-
sected by radical vulvectomy. The soft mass shows ul-
cerated glistening surface.

Fig. 3. Histologic section shows diffuse infiltration of
rather monotonous epithelioid cells having prominent
large nucleoli{H & E, X 200).
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