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Analysis of Management Status and Optimum Sales Scale

of Beekeeping Farmhouses in Korea’
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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to obtain necessary information to improve beekeeping farmhouses management
and to establish related problem. Using data obtained from 50 beekeeping farmhouses in Korea, current status
of management and optimum sales scale were analysed. The results of the study are summarized as follows .
1. Managers of beekeeping farmhouses are relatively o0ld(64% of them is over 50 years old) and highly

educated and experienced (76% of them is in the business more than 10 years) .
2. Only a portion of managers(38%) considers beekeeping as a major job, while the rest(62%) involves as a
side job working with other agricultural business.
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3. Major supply of labor force comes from family group. Total input of family labor is 6.4 months a year.

Fourty-four percent of management units is migrating and 56% of them is settled in specific locations.

4. In 1991, the average number of conventional beehive casks per farmhouse is decreased by 2.94 casks but

improved-type beehive casks is increased by 13.
increased by 12.66 casks during the year.

79 casks. Total number of beehive casks per farmhouse is

5. Major cost items of beekeeping farmhouses include bee colony aquisition cost, feeding cost, depreciation

cost, wages in an order. The average yearly profit rate of farmhouses is about 29.49%;.

6. The break-even point of honey sales is about 3 million won. The optimum sales scale was 52.2/, then

average production cost was estimated 53, 800Won.
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Table 1. Age distribution of beekeeping farm managers.
Unit . No. of farmer
Scale (No. of cask)

Age Total under 30 31— 60 over 61

Total 50 16 15 19

Under 39 6 3 0 3

40— 49 12 4 2 6

50 —59 20 4 9 7

Over 60 12 5 4 3

Table 2. Educational background of beekeeping farm managers.

Unit © No. of farmer

Scale (No. of cask)

Educational Total

under 30 31—60 over 61
Total 50 16 15 19
Under primary 4 5 3
Middle 3 7 4
High 20 9 3 8
Over college 4 0 0 4

Table 3. Carreer of beekeeping farm managers.
Unit : No. of farmer

. Scale (No. of cask)
Career Total under 30 31— 60 over 61
Total 50 16 15 19
Under 9 12 7 3 2
10—19 23 4 9 10
Over 20 15 5 3 7

Table 4. Occupational types of beekeeping farm managers.

Unit : No. of farmer

Total

Scale (No. of caski

Types

under 30 31—60 over 61
Total 50 16 15 19
Side job 31 13 10 8
Major job 19 3 5 11




314 HGBR CERE o BESEEE

vhelyt

v BN BEAE IR g4
, HEN BEdME KHER K
Aoz vielylch FEAERS HE
TS B ffFEE BRI 32 Aoz

b R HIE

BBy EEAERES Table 6ol 4ot 2
of, BEE 1A BELEE 12BKE 24%, &%
Eel Figel HHIE REMEE IBAKRE
36%., FEKBEEc WERKEZ 2#d 600%F
2|, ] FEPol FHEdLLoR gty e A
oz vepgdcl HENZ e BN e FE
FHREBRES #Hrsle i, kHl A=
AKE BEEsS= Aol . FH RESD
£2 Table 7ol 4 9F 7ol, 6,44 & vlElyto o]
HEL 245 BERARC] B Ao e
o}

EEEE RS Table 8oll48t o], BHEE
ol FAthle BEihRel 22BKE 4%, B

EHRol 28BKRE 56% % A5t ch. HEEG
- BV 245 B R, HE7 4845 E
EHRE T2 HAd= Aoz ety

Table 9,100} 412} o], 19914 #HHiE ¥
PO HESFE 2.94%0] WA u, YpkE ¥
Hol WEas 13.79% ] ®mE AR vjepyt
b 19914 dslEol BFRE 2EdEsddE
Table 11all41e} 7te], 12.66%¢] ®m3 Aoz
ebsbel, BRI E = MM "5
gl o, R E45 Wi S0 mipd e
2 oVebytoh =38 199146 K i BH9) riEfE

& Table 1200 M2} o], Eb fEKFE o] 129
T, tEfEe] 83TYal Aoz vepstel

2. BERR AW
BipERo FEBRMS Table 13042k 7o),
HWEEHE, HAEHT, THEER Eez
BHE #AZe Aoz Jelbgod, REEHY
7ol Table 4ol Ao} o], famgigE AR, o
olBEAE, NAE, WERS Ho= BHS £A

Table. 5. Professions of avocational beekeeping farm managers.

Unit : No. of farmer

Scale (No. of cask)

Types Total under 30 31— 60 over 61
Total 31 13 10 8
Agriculture 27 11 9 7
Office 1 1 1
Service 1 1 0 0
Table. 6. Types of labor input in beekeeping farms.
Unit : No. of farmer
. Scale (No. of cask)
Types Total under 30 31—60 over 61
Total 50 16 15 19
Only managers 12 8 1 3
Families 18 5 8 5
Families, Employees 17 3 5 9
Regular-employees 3 0 1 2
Table 7. Labor input per year in beekeeping farms.
Unit : Month
. Scale (No. of cask)

Families Total under 30 31—60 over 61
Total 6.44 4.44 6.47 8.11
Man 4.40 3.31 4.47 5.27
Woman 2.04 1.13 2.00 2.84
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Table 8. Management styles of beekeeping farms.

Unit : No. of farmer

Scale (No. of cask)

Styles Total under 30 31— 60 aver 61
Total 50 16 15 19
Migrating 22 0 8 14
Settled 28 16 7 5

Table 9. Number of conventional beehive casks in 1991.

Unit © No. of Cask

Scale (No. of cask)

Classification Average under 30 31—60 over 61
Beginning 48.04 16.69 41.0 80.0
End 50.98 8.92 40.1 93.0
Difference -2.94 .77 -0.9 15.0

Table 10. Number of improved-type beehive casks in 1991.

Unit . No. of Cask

Scale {(No. of cask)

Classification Average ander 30 3160 over 61
Beginning 37.29 16.44 33.46 57.88
End 51.08 16.40 44 .40 85.57
Difference 13.79 -0.04 10.94 27.69
Table 11. Number of total beehive casks in 1991.
Unit : No. of Cask
e Scale (No. of cask)
Classification Average ander 30 31— 60 over 61
Beginning 38.81 13.98 33.39 64.00
End 51.47 12.09 44.39 90.23
Difference 12.66 -1.89 11.00 26.23
Table 12. Bee price per cask in 1991.
Unit : 1000 Won
e Scale (No. of cask)
Classification Average Trder 30 31— 60 pRw—
Conventional 129 131 120 135
Improved-type 83 67 98 85
Table 13. Fixed cost of beekeeping farms.
Unit : 1000 Won
Classification Average Scale (No. of cask)
under 30 31—60 over 61
Total 1,393 1,278 1. 531 1, 381
Rent 202 239 137 222
Interest 539 234 978 448
Electricity, Water fees 61 42 98 49
Depreciation cost 591 763 318 662
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Table 14. Variable cost of beekeeping farms.

2 BERSER

Unit : 1000 Won

Scale (No. of cask)

Classification Average

under 30 31—60 over 61
Total 4,151 2,288 2,622 6,927
Wages 549 219 221 1, 087
Bee colony 1,112 893 600 1, 700
Feed 671 395 462 1, 068
Farm inplement 279 105 90 575
Materials 197 110 246 223
Fuels 42 46 19 56
Chemicals, sanitation 105 80 70 153
Beehive shifting cost 369 122 320 624
Sales cost 465 133 418 782
Management expenses 362 185 176 659
Table 15. Gross revenues of beekeeping farms.
Unit © 1000 Won
e Scale (No. of cask)
Classification Average ander 30 31— 60 over 61
Total 7,853 3,784 5,373 13, 237
Honey sales 5, 170 2, 049 3, 960 8, 755
Beeswax 60 21 49 101
Swarm colony 1, 649 699 864 3,068
Others 974 1,015 500 1,313
Table 16. Revenues and cost of beekeeping farms.
Unit © 1000 Won
s Scale (No. of cask)
Classification Average under 30 31— 60 over 61
Fixed 1. 393 1,278 1,531 1, 381
cost Variable 4,151 2,288 2,622 6,927
Total 5, 544 3, 566 4,153 8, 308
Revenues (A) 7,853 3,784 5,373 13, 237
Profit (B) 2,309 218 1,220 4,929
Profit ratio (B/A) 29.4 5.8 22.7 37.2
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