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Trace Element Analysis by Neutron Activastion Analysis
in the Human Cancer Tissue

Sang-Moo Lim, M.D., Jae Il Zo, M.D¥ and Young Mog Shim, M.D.*
Department of Nuclear Medicine, Thoracic Surgery* Kovea Cancer Center Hospital, Seoul, Kovea

Young Ju Chung, M.D., Seung Yeon Cho, M.D. and Yong Sam Chung, M.D.
Kovea Atomic Energy Research Institute

Trace elements are important components in the biological system, as a structural material and
metabolic controller. Neutron activation analysis (NAA) with high neutron flux and high energy
resolution Ge (Li) detector coupled to multichannel analyzer (MCA) has been one of the most accurate
method for the determination of ultra-trace level components, and is applicable to biological material.
In human body, the NAA can be used for quantitation of trace elements in various organs and tissue
with endocrinological and metabolic disease and industrial metal poisoning.

In this study, Triga Mark III nuclear reactor in Korea Atomic Research Institute was used for
quantitation of trace eleement in human lung cancer tissues by neutron activation analysis.

In the squamous cell carcinoma tissues, Br, Hg, La, Sb, Sc, Cl, Fe and I content were lower than
normal lung tissues, and K, Rb and Se content were higher. In the adenocarcinoma tissues, Fe, Au, La,
Sc and Zn content were lower than normal lung tissues, and Rb, Co and Se content were higher. Rb
content was higher in the adenocarcinoma tissues than in the squamous cell carcinoma tissues. Fe and
Na content were higher in the squamous cell carcinoma tissues than in the adenocarcinoma tissues.
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SAMPLE

1) Drying (Oven)
2) Weighing
3) Targeting

Pre Irradiation Treatment

Neutron Flux :

IRRADIATION (Pneumatic Transfer System)
1 x 10*3 n/cm? sec.
irradiation Time : 10 min.

Post Irradiation Treatment

st g g7iel HEE $7)

1st Counting
% Cooling time :
* Counting time :

3 min
200 sec

2nd Counting
¥ Cooling time :
¥ Counting time :

60min
1000 sec

3rd Counting
* Cooling time :
% Counting time :

10 day
4000 sec

Fig. 1. Method of neutron activation analysis using Triga Mark III reaction.
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Table 1. Trace elements in Adenocarcinoma of Lung

Al —
l

Normal Group

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Mean S.D.
Br 56.35 49.49 52.09 41.18 51.28 34.99 52.29 57.66 49.42 7.66
Na 14850 12969 8343 11630 9828 9306 7722 6819 10183 2759
K 11620 10376 3272 10810 16130 11350 6472 8377 9801 3833
Hg 0.50 0.44 1.01 0.32 6.19 0.28 0.12 0.28 0.39 0.28
Ccr 8.42 1.09 1.34 1.78 2.45 13.48 0.39 4.06 4.13 4.55
Au 0.00 0.29 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 6.00 0.00 0.04 0.10
La 0.00 0.00 0.38 0.00 0.25 1.05 0.00 0.56 0.28 0.38
sb 0.12 0.17 0.29 1.09 0.20 0.64 0.12 1.31 0.49 0.47
Sc 0.05 0.03 0.02 0.07 0.35 0.13 0.01 0.14 0.10 0.11
Rb 23.11 33.50 34.65 18.69 47.05 27.05 31.85 28.45 30.54 8.55
Fe 797 736 2048 1019 966 2759 2156 3455 1742 1019
Zn 57.10 88.30 84.53 50.66 85.15 74.70 46.12 73.28 69.98 16.56
Co 1.21 0.69 0.71 0.61 1.28 1.16 0.23 0.38 0.78 0.39
Se 0.79 1.47 1.09 0.77 1.43 1.40 0.46 1.43 1.10 0.39
Cs 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.11 0.13 0.24 0.05 0.10 0.08 0.08
I 15.95 42.45 28.86 9.88 75.15 20.03 14.42 52.86 32.45 22.72
Cl 15900 13250 13300 24250 18680 7685 14480 12490 15004 4869
Ca 0.0 649.3 568.6 598.7 754.4 811.4 377.4 2362.0 765 694
al 536 320 245 426 352 2320 106 1875 772 836

‘Tumor Group

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Mean S.D.
Br** 25.86 22.83 42.23 32.41 29.60 24.45 44.22 42.23 32.98 8.75
Na 11910 10400 10750 10720 8890 7248 8301 5898 9265 2038
K** 17030 7827 10020 17020 31870 22980 17670 12620 17130 7646
Hg* 0.06 0.47 0.18 0.28 0.09 0.19 0.02 0.11 0.17 0.14
Cr 2.25 1.69 0.97 0.82 0.94 0.00 1.42 3.44 1.44 1.05
Au 0.00 0.24 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.08
La* 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.28 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.10
Sb* 0.00 0.00 0.17 0.00 0.00 0.23 0.00 0.91 0.16 0.32
Sc* 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.02 0.08 0.02 0.03
Rb* 42.67 25.40 42.51 34.77 48.08 64.47 52.15 55.12 45.65 12.18
Fe** 242 172 1226 815 396 494 821 869 629 362
Zn  99.24 88.64 61.17 72.96 64.66 89.07 68.86 99.37 80.50 15.42
Co 0.60 0.95 0.71 0.37 0.56 0.62 0.47 0.23 0.56 0.22
Se** 1.16 1.78 1.38 1.38 1.46 1.46 1.48 1.69 1.47 0.19
Cs 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.11 0.09 0.10 0.06 0.11 0.06 0.05
Ixw 4.93 5.90 5.38 6.26 3.13 7.11 3.30 5.14 1.49
Cl* 13710 10000 15180 16120 9574 8699 11660 10150 11887 2783
Ca 0.0 635.8 477.0 644.4 0.0 546.0 504.3 724.4 441 284
Al 88.4 106.2 90.9 505.6 199.0 595.8 563.4 912.2 383 306

T/N Ratio

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Mean S.D.
Br 0.46 0.46 0©0.81 0.79 0.58 0.70 0.85 0.73 0.67 0.15
Ra 0.80 0.80 1.29 0.92 0.90 0.78 1.07 0.86 0.93 0.17
K 1.47 0,75 3.06 1.57 1.98 2.02 2.73 1.51 1.89 0.74
Hg 0.12 1.05 0.17 0.88 0.47 0.70 0.14 0.41 0.49 0.35
Cr 0.27 1.56 0.73 0.46 0.38 0.00 3.63 0.85 0.98 1.17
Au 0.00 0.84 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.30
La 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.27 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.09
sb 0.00 0.00 0.59 0.00 0.00 0.35 0.00 0.70 0.21 0.30
Sc 0.00 0.28 0.61 0.43 0.04 0.22 2.28 0.60 0.56 0.73
Rb 1.85 0,76 1.23 1.86 1.02 2.38 1.64 1.94 1.58 0.54
Fe 0.30 0,23 0,60 0.80 0.41 0.18 0.38 0.25 0.39 0.21
Zn 1.74 1.00 0.72 1.44 0.76 1.19 1.49 1.36 1.21 0.36
Co 0.50 1.38 0.99 0.61 0.44 0.53 2.06 0.61 0.89 0.57
Se 1.47 1.21 1.26 1.79 1.02 1.04 3.19 1.18 1.52 0.72
Cs 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.99 0.70 0.40 1.31 1.10 0.56 0.54
I 0.31 0.14 0.19 0.00 0.08 0.16 0.49 0.06 0.18 0.16
cl 0.86 0.75 1.14 0.66 0.51 1.13 0.81 0.81 0.84 0.22
Ca 0.00 0.98 0.84 1.08 0.00 0.67 1.34 0.31 0.65 0.50
Al 0.17 0.33 0.37 1.19 0.57 0.26 5.32 0.49 1.09 1.74

Unit : ppm *: p<0.05, **: p<0.01
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Table 2. Trace Elements in Squamous Carcinoma of Lung

Normal Group

1 2 3 4 5 6 Mean S.D.
Br 41.60 32.56 37.74 44.85 55.86 47.53 43.36 8.09
Na 2810 4923 2974 3525 4037 8369 4440 2072
K 2744 3968 7472 4332 4314 10395 5538 2848
Hg 0.24 0.35 0.34 0.28 0.39 0.40 0.33 0.06
Cr 4.25 3.36 1.40 3.39 10.08 3.16 4.27 2.99
Au 0.04 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.01
La 0.21 0.00 0.00 0.16 0.18 0.25 0.13 0.11
sb 0.50 0.33 0.00 0.15 0.09 0.00 0.18 0.20
Sc 0.07 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.02
Rb 9.21 10.14 16.75 21.00 28.38 28.70 19.03 8.55
Pe 1090 684 1398 797 628 994 $32 289
Zn 64.49 36.41 47.14 66.43 45.38 97.84 59.62 22.04
Co 0.95 0.43 0.67 1.23 2.21 0.98 1.08 0.62
Se 0.86 0.45 0.53 0.80 1.30 1.42 0.89 0.40
Cs 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.02 0.04
I 6.20 48.50 10.33 20.49 19.64 54.64 26.63 20.16
cl 3035 12320 12320 13860 14840 11040 11236 4231
ca 888 814 756 1107 574 907 841 177
Al 716 297 131 310 338 365 359 193
Tumor Group
1 2 3 4 5 6 Mean S.D.
Br 22.89 41.18 21.46 42.65 33.82 49.66 35.28 11.34
Na 6611 5763 2395 3382 3109 12373 5606 3696
K 18917 12622 8259 3613 3666 17835 10819 6748
Hg 0.16 0.32 0.29 0.12 0.34 0.69 0.32 0.20
Ccr 0.98 1.40 0.00 1.65 1.69 8.33 2.34 3.00
Au* 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
La* 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
sb 0.00 0.06 0.00 0.14 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.06
Sc* 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.01
Rb** 24.96 32.43 35.64 39.81 34.15 38.27 34.21 5.27
Farw 230 265 149 304 428 444 303 115
Zn** 85.05 55.28 85.77 69.23 51.66 130.00 79.50 28.59
Co* 0.63 0.24 0.39 0.88 1.04 0.32 0.58 0.32
Sev+ 0.95 1.17 1.08 1.81 1.82 1.89 1.45 0.43
Cs 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.00 0.03 0.05
I 3.75 10.42 3.42 0.00 0.00 107.0 20.77 42.42
cl 5835 7151 9365 13680 10050 11060 9524 2799
Ca 1687 597 549 584 645 990 842 444
Al 69 169 112 263 321 204 190 94
T/N Ratio
1 2 3 4 5 6 Mean S.D.
Br 0.55 1.26 0.57 0.95 0.61 1.04 0.83 0.30
Na 2.35 1.17 0.81 0.96 0.77 1.48 1.26 0.60
K 6.89 3.18 1.11 0.83 0.85 1.72 2.43 2.36
Hg 0.66 0.92 0.84 0.43 0.85 1.70 0.90 0.43
Cr 0.23 0.42 0.00 0.49 0.17 2.63 0.66 0.98
Au 0.14 0.00 0.00 0.42 0.00 0.00 0.09 0.17
La 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
sb 0.00 0.19 0.00 0.97 0.00 0.00 0.19 0.39
Sc 0.00 0.79 0.21 0.73 0.54 0.47 0.46 0.30
Rb 2.71 3.20 2.13 1.90 1.20 1.33 2.08 0.78
Fe 0.21 0.39 0.11 0.38 0.68 0.45 0.37 0.20
Zn 1.32 1.52 1.82 1.04 1.14 1.33 1.36 0.28
Co 0.66 0.56 0.59 0.71 0.47 0.32 0.55 0.14
Se 1.11 2.62 2.04 2.26 1.40 1.33 1.79 0.60
Cs 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.73 0.00 0.12 0.30
I 0.60 0.21 0.33 0.00 0.00 1.96 0.52 0.74
cl 1.92 0.58 0.76 0.99 0.68 1.00 0.99 0.49
Ca 1.90 0.73 0.73 0.53 1.12 1.09 1.02 0.49
Al 0.10 0.57 0.85 0.85 0.95 0.56 0.65 0.31
Unit : ppm, *: p<0.05, **: p<0.01
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