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=ABSTRACT=

The purpose of this study was to examine the specific nature of early relationship between
infant and father. The subject pool for the study consisted of 42 middle-class infant-father
dyads. Infants’ ages were 12 months to 17 months. All were fullterm babies.

In order to assess the patterns of infant-father attachment, each dyad was videotaped in
the simulated Strange Situation of Ainsworth et al(1978). In order to assess the paternal sensiti-
vity toward the infant’s cue, each dyad was also filmed for a 3-minute Questionnaire Situation.
At home, fathers completed the questionnaire Mother-Father Scale, Degree of Difficulty and
Gratification of the Transition to Fatherhood. Also at home, mothers completed a report on
infant temperament using the Infant Characteristics Questionnaire.

Among 42 infants, 48% or 20 were classified as securely attached. 38% or 16 as anxious-avoi-
dant, and 14% or 6 as anxious-resistant. Using the discriminant function coefficients for combi-
ning the paternal sensitivity scores, 83% of the infants were correctly classified as A, B, C.
The patterns of attachment were not found to be significantly different in the paternal childhood
experience for attachment relationship to his own parents, Degree of Difficulty and Gratification
of the Transition to Fatherthood. The interactive effect was found between sex and attachment
groups with respect to infant temperamental fussiness.
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