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The Yellow Sea is a marginal sea, surrounded by Chinese Continent and Korean Peninsula, with
wide continental shelves and long coastlines. And the Yellow Sea is abundant with living resources
and with coastal areas for leisure and aesthetic qualities.

However. the Yellow Sea being a semi-enclosed water body, its water quality has been recently
deteriorated due to rapid industrialization and urbanization of the coastal countries.

Since marine pollution is transboundary, the needs for international cooperation among China,
North Korea. Japan. Russia and Korea are urgent for the enviromental protection of the Yellow
Sea.

The objectives of the present paper are to review the on-going research and to propose the future
prospects on international cooperation for the protection of water qualities of the Yellow Sea.
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Fig. 2. Surface sediments of the Bo Hai and Yellow Sea
(source: 1 1988).
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Fig. 3. The annual loadings and levels of COD in the
Yellow Sea and the East China Sea (souce: Lee
and Valencia. 1992).
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Table 1. The Ocean-related government abcnuas and institutions of Chma
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