Theory Building in Library and Information Science
Based on Research Method Analysis
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ABSTRACT

Library and information science has been criticized for its dearth of conceptually framed, creative research which
has been narrowly focused, fragmented, and designed to solve situational problems, During recent years, a critical
concern of scholars in the library and information professions has been a need for creative research. Research is
the critical element for developing a theoretical base in which to enhance practice of the profession and to guide
its future development.

The purpose of this paper are to (1) delineate various levels of theory with implications for research methoeds,
and (2) analyze research methods and contents of previous research published in Korea during last two decades,
and (3) purpose several directions toward theory building in view of both thearetical and operational aspects,
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