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<Abstract>
Inpatient Cost Variation among Hospitals in Some Tracer Diseases

Yoon Kim, Yong-Ik Kim, Youngsoo Shin

Department of Health Policy and Management,
College of Medicine, Seoul National University

Variation in the utilization of medical services is a very important issue in cost containment
and quality assurance of health care. Practice varation directly affects health care expenditure
especially in fee-forservice system, which is the payment system of health insurance in Korea. In
addition to cost issue it is generally accepted that variations in medical practice and the cost of
inpatient care suggest the possibility of inappropriate quality of care.

This study is to closely examine the patterns and degrees of variation in cost structure of inpa-
tient care among types of hospital and individual hospitals in some tracer diseases, and also to in-
quire into the service items which contribute much to the variation of total medical care cost.
Four common diseases, i.e. Cesarean Section, appendectomy, cataract extraction and pediatric
pneumonia, were selected as tracer diseases.

In most tracer diseases there were statistically significant differences in total medical care cost
among hospitals in same type of hospital as well as among types of hospital(p<0.01). When total
medical care cost were subdivided into the types of service, cost of medication and diagnostic ex-
amination varied the most prominenly. When the cost of medication were subdivided again, cost
of parenteral antibiotics showed the most prominent variation.

Of total medical care cost, medication was most contributory to the variation of total medical
care cost(58.1~82.3%), and cost of antibiotics was most contributory to the variation of medica-
tion cost(63.9~92.2%).
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The results of study implicated that reducing the variation of medication may plays a signifi-
cant role in containing the cost of inpatient care. In order to sort out the factors affecting practice
variations including drug prescription patterns further researches are required.

Key words . cost variation, inpatient, medication cost.
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oA AT o2 L+ PAA G e FARYL 25 Fobete BEe R duy
H2e9 45 A FHELTAA Ve AR HAdTAN 7HE 2T, Aot HH
3% BAAE 3 HLATAN VI FAnlE FEEATAA Mg Ak AFEAeH F
FEZVEA M E 718 AR Y A87|d FHT Zolrt o Am, i HEET Loty

<E 7> BT FHY 425 oNH4|
(9 : 9, %)
T B 3 FEHe ¥4
NeENE
A A v H 7 109,323(1.48) 96,023 (1.30) 73,728 (1.00)
o] Al = 63 52 52
71E}l A B #q#F  78,074(1.69) 37,683 (1.32) 28,626 (1.00)
W o] A 77 52 56
2+g7|8Me
& A A B) 3 7 86817(1.32) 78,086 (1.19) 65,721 (1.00)
ol A 66 59 76
71E} oA ] 3 7 54,405(2.26) 34,488 (1.43) 24,043 (1.00)
ol Al 75 85 89
MUY HEE
& A A ) 3 #  65896(1.20) 98,986 (1.80) 54,989 (1.00)
HolA 5 52 55 82
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o] A 4= 69 77 92
2of o#®
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o] A 141 131 137
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Hol Al $ 77 115 129

AR ) G2 HETe #2y FA & 1.0022 A& Ao Y.
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ETE7|18ME
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o F oFAH|Y B4 e 3AATAM P Ao WY HEedMe FEEdTe @
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<E 10> & of¥u|ol wolol Cift B2 PRl J|oiE
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ok 2 23 7 du5r1d §8 WM ez frrt & «137M°l NA=A0E 7Hs
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