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=Abstract=
Rupture of the Esophagus by Commpressed Air
- A Case Report -

Ja Hong Ku, M.D.*, Oh Woo Kwon, M.D.*, Chang Hoi Kim, M.D.*, Sung Su Chae, M.D.*

Esophageal perforation, regardless of the etiology, is a catastrophic event. The importances of early
diagnosis and an aggressive surgical approach in the management of such a potentially lethal situation
are stressed, in fact the mortality rate is directly related to the interval between perforation and in-
itiation of treatment.

We experienced a rare case of esophageal rupture caused by compressed air which produce a rup-
ture of the colon not infrequently, which was treated succesfully by an aggressive surgical approach
consisting of closure of the perforation and adequate drainage.

(Korean J Thoracic Cardiovas Surg 1993;26:507-509)
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