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Abstract

A Study of Preference between Western Medicine
and Oriental Medicine by Stroke Patients

Lee, Jeong Keun
Dept. of Physical Therapy, Inje University Seoul Paik Hospital

During ihe last few decades, a siroke was known as the highest cause of death next to can-
cer In Korea. As the population of adults increases due to the improvement of both medical and
living environments the number of stroke patients alse tends to increase. Therefore, the preven-
tion and treatment of their disease becomes a very important issue in terms of adult health.
Accordingly, many medical researches for the stroke have been done recently. However, all of
the surveys for the actual state of the stroke have been done by analyzing the patients only in
oriental medical institution{OMI) or in western medical institution(WMI). Therefore, it is nec-
essary to survey by analyzing the patients in both OMI and WMI simultaneously in the same
period.

The main purpose of this study Is to support the stroke patients by supplying basic informa-
tion such as the preference of ihe type of medical institution and the actual state of the
utilization of medical systems. To do so, 457 stroke patients were chosen from 22 university
hospitals that have both OMI and WMI. Only 348(76.1% ) patients, {181(52%) from WMI and
167(48%) from OMI}, answered the questionnaires.

The analytical results obtained from this study are as follows. Stroke patients who prefer
OMI to WMI have following backgrounds and conditions ; fifties and sixties, lower educated,
no religions, lower income, the early stage of disease, the first time of falling disease, period of
1~3 months after falling disease, and the case of non-surgical operation. Otherwise stroke pa-
tients who prefer WMI 10 OMI have following background and condition ; below {orties, higher
educated, Christianity, higher income, the middle stage of disease, more than one occurrence,
period of more than 3 months afier falling disease, and the case of taking surgical operation.
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