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A Study on Transition of Rice Culture Practices
During Chosun Dynasty Through Old References

V. Transition of Weeding Technique
Guh, J.O*, S K. Lee**, EW. Lee*** and H.S, Lee***

ABSTRACT

Weed control in mid season of rice fields was systemized earlier in Korea than in Western Europe or China.
The most representative method was pull out the weeds by hand followed by ‘Seojibeob’ (#i% ; method of
hoeing) after draining. It was practiced 3 to 4 times to do extensively . Also, the purposes of transplanting and
direct seeding in rows were to manage weed problems effectively, which means that the development of
cultural techniques is closely related to ‘Seojibeob’ (#tii) . From the 17th century, techniques of deep
plowing (because of principal . ‘Simkyonginu’ (&85 #t . Deep plowing make easy to hoe) and ‘Hwanubeob’
(k#BiE © derived from ‘Hwakyong soonubeob) for effective weed management of waste lands were newly
adopted and spreaded due to the situations ant that time. Thus, the practice of large-scale farming resulted
from the adaptation of the techniques and methods described above. In the 18th to 19th century, the cultural
methods, not much different from ‘Seojibeol’, were changed and the number of weeding was decreased.
Especially, the techniques of dry seeding of rice were practiced by originating the ideal ‘Seojibeob’, in which
water availability was improved in northern drought areas and also weed problems were easily managed. In
addition, intensively large-scale farming showed weed management problems, so that ‘Cheonilrok’ (F—$%) by
Woo Ha-young described the techniques of ‘Banjongbeob’ (¥ ) or ‘Hwanubeob’ and in the end of the Chosun
dynasty extensively large-scale farming was practiced by putting intensive and extensive techniques together.
As the results, agricuitural productivity of Korea was increased 5 times by that time.
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