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Inadvertent Epidural Injection of Vancomycin
— A case report—

Myoung Ok Kim, M.D,, Duck Mi Yoon, M.D. and Hung Kun Oh, M.D.

Deparment of Anesthesiology Y onsei University College of Medicine

A 37-year-old male was admitted for left chest pain during a 6 months period and was given
an epidural block for pain control. Vancomycin 500 mg/4 ml instead of 0.25% bupivacaine was
accidentaly injected into the epidural space. The patient suddenly complained of an unexpect-
ed chest tightness and dyspnea after epidural injection. The patient was treated with steroids
and local anesthetics via epidural space and recovered without any neurologic sequelae. The
patient completely recovered on the 46th postadmission day and went home without any com-
plaints. We report this case and review the accidental injection of substances into the epidural

space.

A &

545 € W5 HAHESF NEE 94 oot
A olgEm de}d. AetolulHE Ajk Az AAA
TS A & F gdovt 33 “gA PaFe) v v
=715 g

T2 2 AFAY A& A7} F9lo]
74 a2} A9tz o) bl oFEFqlo
718 s F7hska Qi .

€ Foe 52 F4F $3HEE 949 154 4
2he] et AW F FAUAHA A Ay
o 345 vancomycin 500 mge} S Ko g 7
2oj7tel] Fglee] o 71x) EHW AL FEL 34
A+E Agstgrlel £ 123 §A4 st

Anentie st $4, €F $F #=, 2aiy

gt
g |

s 374 FAEZH o 67447y F5 F4 ¥
Foigol oeld F5e F4E B gl
7 HHY 69 G E e Y 5
FEA Y WFol AA = el Aags AgA
E Ao F AR ¢gol £4 fdlE WEsE
o B4t 9@ Ao AU A AFEeR AR
o] dxHe R AFENI sldek Y 72 %
< 2R FF H2e A 2ol olgon sFe 2~4
34 53] 3o, 150 4~53 A= F2 9
d Ag F2o] AU EE W45 (visual analog
scale, VAS)= 8~94 A=gon 552 %A

. (Tridol 50 mg)e 7¥Ae & HFFAPe=d =

— 121 —



Az el

Ayt el ozl A H4i 14.9 g%, sivlE e
E 439%, ¥4 31% 5¥/mmelglen AWzt
4 ¥x, 3y 2 s T2 gdld s A
Eolahg Qe AdE aZE gagoldrt

F2 XA A A5 F94 e $4 35 5~
ot 5T Tl dglew AFd A4 A A
F425 554990 1= Az AAs7) Al

thitd 52 FA F e WA A4 ¢
502 AusFel g4 2UA A%y Akg Al
e} ; A ,

Auke] v = #AE F42 s 12 FF-4 1
25 FAEZINE 948 ARAEE S 176
Tuohy #l&2 Aghdde] o8 A%9y7he Fals
3 e E 10 cm 912 AblEte] s}elE] o] T,ol
AAHEE st

A& 7ete] Ao gl 347 AL

2 1% hdocame-'Jr 0.5% bupivacaine®] z7zt 2

ml, 3 ml B25geu} g 099AREE 19 |

~2319) FEFAE FF5AEI} b5 B B3H

€ 24 A=gck. FEeE A0 g4 A A
A% 08=~03% Hx2 A", Atz Z4
shAA FAEAE 03~0.1% FE2 A4 Yc).

Y 3294 =i g A" Azl FYY Favt
HA A4 o2 @A £42 vancomycin 500
mgo| Z=telte] Fd=sc) FedAF A A
FUYEE 9 duzs A '%1%‘: 2 5489
A o e $28 e % Yot old #A9
49 A Hapolglon ’*‘733}31 oj4L AL Hol
A dokeh

Triamcinolone 50 mg} %—%5545—}—- A8 1%
lidocaine 5 ml& A%s)7 ol Fste] =3
o S4el 7t dstert 1AE 2L AR B
A 348t 142422 1% lidocaine 5 m14
23 F4i=9led ol% 0.25% bupivacaine 4 mlE
2A17t Ao 2 A4 Fstgdct. AP Al loraze-
pam 2 mge AFse] PAE WAAA wad §2
o SAF 24 Bl ohgd #3212y A4
F5E 348 A olelos AAAYY Y33igen o
| Al A o4 4% BolA et olF &z
A& Z4994Y SEgel AT F5s 5ug

U Rl A adstx 67 A5t

<

Waze BolA dsted AGA Aot
ARG o A9A A7) A7BAF 2EE B
HoZ A% AYdch. dY 4644 A §50
dAdFA9] 20% A dob dv BelolA e &
Aglo] vl k" el 2 YA Hok

b} of

ZAgtelre 2 F5U3E Hd FadsEe FALd
e SEerEEe] FL Wiy =A% oM o F

. BAR 5o Ao e o&A Foirt Frel

wel 2 48 =8 Zrhgicl. Potassiume e
B Aure)7}el 448 At A7 gl
547} Ru=Egded s 1 F 2de £F A58 4
& wlekA g Autefzbe] Folstazl gAsbd £ Ao
Algg d4le] KCL2 #Astolen ldeides 47|
J#A2 538 A7 83 05% bupivacaine
& 0.25% bupivacaine o 2 343 AejAlds di4at
of KCI49Yeg-g4=gick 1, 2, 39 72 20, 30
a2la 15~20 mEqrt $4sglen, 2 $ 2844
£ #4622 A $FA70] 448 H85
%i——")r ’317&°n‘r°l gheff o) IE LR 8} A u}u) 7
A4-s 9 A 4 ool
A 858 F42 U 1] FFAREA R
7Autoad e Adflsiyd ¥ 0.5% bupivacaine 5 ml
9 0.9% saline 5 ml 94t 15% KCl 5ml& 3% &

gt AR T U T AT 253 A

A1 q) dAmpElE Yol ¥ meperidine 50 mg,
diazepam 5 mg$ AF 3o 427k} HAj} Fo §
Fol 93" spukalnpuiS A sHdEdct, A5 9
e AlNEES S8 ARAnHE sd F 2%
lidocaine 20 ml @i4ls} KCl 40 mEq>} 7Z=he]7d
2 Fqde & 847HEal shAviulz) A&E gl
ol ¥ 233 ¥ =g :

oj2lg Aursj7hule KCl & ohdqwt 3sle ¥
ojma Aute] AL 2 AEE FHAIY Fo
Al 35 A9 AFame 7leldidn gl AY
He Add KCIg AF%ez 95t 1X]72o]
4 ASHE 234 952 2 F Atz @
=8 ARgUlR Folzl B AFHsz iy
& Aoy 2eEE KClol 2A5o 2 959

— 122 —



Aok, & ol d FHotu] - FTY P YrpA
£ 24ed ols KClo Figato 2 Aggoly ¢
Aet.

19873 Alan$-& AALFAE Bl JakeiA
27148 4 AL Agopdg &% 10
% MgSOut +ixeo 2 ZAntezhllg2 Fq=o 7zt
2% FF AR §5¢ 549 A8 vasqg
o g dAlotHstel AsbdAee Ao
olF 7t elidelv} £ o3t 52 Ho|x ¢gir}
=3 19779 Douglas®} Georgesel 23l 0.9%
salines] #%+¥ 1.5% benzyl alcohol H.3tA|Aje)
A3 eolgkA vhulE Bl o5t RuEgEY o) A%
ol A= A&l &3 e 29 <43y 9dslen
ol o] benzyl alcohole] 23t AlzEAlel 7
Qshe o2 ArbEic) )

19512 Morrison%2 5% thiopentald A%t
2 Fofste] HpwpAARA 5%% Hpsk 8}
AeH 1093 1799 FANAA 555 $EakA o
drA <l AZzEEs ddglent o E AAEA Pz
< i

19753 Forstnery Savtd Al F41719 &5 500
2% thiopental 15 ml& #uteld M2 FoistA 5
o 2 94 AL RIsged’ Fo4 #AL o
Zhel E8¢E zxslges & £F da A4Y A
B Hochn o) ZAutsiaivte] B F-yiqf )
ot d3g segot As £5HA dgted] 7o
A ekokel. olwe] AT levels T8 derma-
tome °lglem 2417F 3 FAL s ol
ojd ol4aA% Mol ggkchn gl

=g 19843 Cayel o# 7797 E thiopen-
tale] #3418 <7t R AFee2 o4
oj3otHE stEd F FavkdAA 94l 2.5% thio-
pental 10 mi7} Feoislo] A 552 348 424
#91% thiopentalZ 3#Ad37] 9# 05% bupi-
vacaine 20 ml#} 1% lidocaine 20 ml& F-ql5to
24 A viAe} 3 ETRE Bk £F 3UEL
M Eete] glo] Edatgletel wE wjAdAFow 48
AEF A ARG Ak obFR o) sl

Thiopentals Ha#elo] FojA] &g, A g 2
£&4E olodli=d olzig thiopentale] ATHA
uh-g-2 &kl ulAEle g Aubei7 thiopental &

Ag sy 8 S Aushl BRES] £E¢
WAy £4e2 i viFAE St =3 F
antF Aol ©& pHE thiopentalsl &8 Ad4]
710} Aubelalutr|zbel dabdd sluc 4 g
Aeg ZHFE 21 NEN} U5 E ¢ 7 U
22 JGSEFE 7|l AR 2dH 2o
ex A2 2 E A6 Feoi=gict

19863 Miller$¢ diazepam& A%7bz ¥
ofsto] oA A AANHE BYE ¥ AAHAH &
S $FEA ol HeolA ¢UEe EuFged)®
o) F4¢ AAA Fgeol sldgckn shqlch

ol FHIdE AAZT HEESE W 3TAB
Ao =¥ §5& Ay 1 FLE 007 ¢
# morphine 3 mg ¥ droperidol 2.5 mg¢ A<
o2 Fojdt F AgAA M5 o4, FAAEIE
ol & 3l F& Fukg neurolepitc malignant
syndromee°| 2|AEE 747 Xa® 8kl

7gutel algtel Ao Auheirter] FavlAe Al

2 &8 7Pl EEA 848 =AFe R <
% ZoobdAle 32, 8% 554 9 w8 F4Ee
2 2249 4 9led B odela AR g
3 molz] ¢4 HoR Hel Hubexde] AE W3t
Al7le odg Eeld Aadse F3E ez ¥l
o}
. Vancomycin HCl¢ mzvnteadi=wle ofs) A
A 5 4F3 glycopeptide FAYAMEA] CosHrsCiaNopae
HCL sla7zA4e 25 gov B5e 14860]c].
| vialg S4E 49 pH 2.5~45 Wl 44 ¢
Aol Hied AFFdA] & FFEHA €T TFA =
Aol Rp=Fe] Hol HALE dovjn® HARY Ha s
AN AFE 55 o) AFA] A G 55
% Agste] dd WA Bl 4~6 hrojoh A 24
Azt 75% 71k AR Aol 2l s A= AP
Fag FHHE A Asdor AHA gdeh
et eatgEiatel A 48417HE AFENIL ¢e
74 489 vancomycing AFuER Fosrie
sl o] WA Y] sk o,

B ooeflx) A7t e® vancomycin $ A}
AFA debd £ g 99 IS F 5FEY,
A Fz2FA, 7t 59 5 BRged o
%%& =3 vancomycino] A=helzte] A

[

o

>

2]

o (2

=]

BN

— 123 —



ZA337] dgQd Ao Azsiejaict o] FapelA
3ol FAddl= M8, A%, TR, 2FFEE
2o 4 glew disf olzid ddEsy BEd 208
W A Ag g A7 A4 e ek 22
FY4EE 10 mg/min oj3t2 & o ¢
HES 2 F £ oz ¥ a=3m & ddA]
€ A%zt o 2 FoUu ko] AFsta Falso] o
ehd F e A9 9, SEFTIAINTE RejA
Wit

& eelxs} sptAR £ CejAE F95 ubg
€ 71ddte] Fod 2ejRolze}t SAviHAZ v
A g33dest & ok 29 Yy Ae AdaFo
£ ¥ gder $hRe4e AGYEE &3 1ENA
Fol & § deng A4dtA ¢ A9 Fo4
EE FUFAE dHolz2 S9stA Folx, a9
b3 Atste] wistagol Fa8e AU1H e F4
Alde 7HEE 2E YR 2ol s 442
FESHe Aol Al A% AT J54E
e ¢ Aok o =7 ole] HYE Mg e
EE GAE AR FAAee B FHEE
golghfol F3Uste Fdo] 4Ad Aolzln 4z
oo,

TEYE A8 FUlste AYY )9 HdE 9
Al Al AT WA AAAFA FoF
& AA Hden] =3 AFAe o} o] @
A oA FAAAA o @ dES] 4%, A8 A,
Aol dg ¥5¢ AL Edse I9A 2FE
=7 A s

# 1=

TEAEE A8 A4A Audde Mg g
d 5 =22 0.25% bupivacaine 4 ml oi4ls}
vancomycin 500 mge] ¥ le0 FAFYFE 3
A2 A FarESY A 5§52 Aoyt
2HBolue} ForvlHAFAR F5o] 24Hen
A7stA oldglel hais] HBEHIY «IE BapY
o}

% 3 8 8

1) Shanker KB, Palkar NV, Nishkala R. Paraplegia
following epidural potassium chioride; A case re-
port. Anesthesia 1985; 40: 45-47.

2) Harrison PD. Paraplegia following epidural analge-
sta. Anesthesia 1975; 30: 778-82.

3) Craig DB, Habib GG. Flaccid paraparesis following
obstetrical epidural anesthesta; Possible role of ben-
zyl alcohol. Anesth Analg 1977; 56: 219-21.

4) Ballin NC. Paraplegia following epidural analgesia.
Anesthesia 1981; 36: 952. “

5) Lin D, Becker K, Shapiro HM. Neurologic changes
Sfollowing epidural injection of potassium chloride
and diazepam; A case report. Anesthesiology 1986;
65:210-12.

6) Tessler MJ, White I, Biehl DR. Inadvertent epidu-
ral administration of potassium chloride; A case re-
port. Can | Anesth 1988; 35:631-3.

) RAed, #7, AAST E. Potassium chioride®} 7
wroldul oo o Mg 8% ¢ stAeiu] XY
I, % §5EsA 1991, 4 1.

8) Z4g, Zofal, AAMF 5. LA Potasstum chlo-
ride®] AT AR QY stAnly]. Rl Hate
A 1991; 24: 3.

9) Dror A, Henriksen E. Accidental epidural magne-
sium sulfate injection. Anesth Analg 1987; 66:
1020-1.

‘ 10) Morrison RL, Koppanyi T, Tuohy EB. The spinal

anesthetic effects of barbiturates; preliminary re-
Dort. Anesthesiology 1951; 12: 3.

~ 11) Forestner JE, Raj PP. Inadvertent epidural injec-

tion of thiopental: A case report. Anesth Analg
1975; 54: 406-7.

12) David LC. Accidental epidural thiopentone. Anes-
thesia & Intensive care 1984; 12: 61-3.

13) A, AAY, AAd. A9 Droperidol 12 %
A4 Neuroleptic Malignant Sd. 1] B jg§3
& 317 1990; 3: 2.

14) Bromage PR, Burfoot MF. Quality of epidural
blockade; Influence of physical factors. Br J Anesth
1966; 36: 342.

15) Adams J, Albeit S, et al. American Hospital For-
mulary Service Drug Information. 1989; 331.

16) Robert. Vancomycin. Medical Clinics of North
America 1982; 66: 1.

— 124 —



17) Pearson DA. “Red man syndrome” with vancomy- 19) Fromme GA, Atchison SR. Safety of continuous

cin; report of case. JADA 1989; 118: 59-60. epidural infusions. Anesthesiology 1987; 66: 94.
18) Newfield P, Roizen MF. Hazards of rapid admi- 20) Zylanoff PL. Safe, continuous epidural infusions.
nistration of vancomycin. American College of phy- Anesthesiology 1987; 66: 94-5.

sicians 1979; 581.

— 125 —



