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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the current status of family child care. The status of family
child care was explored in terms of general characteristics, program quality, and child behavior. The
subjects were 17 family child care and their 102 children and 60 parents.

Harms & Clifford’s (1989) FDCRS(Family Day Care Rating Scale) was used to measure program
quality. Child behavior was recorded by time sampling in two 30 min observations during the free play

session in each facility. A questionnaire for caregiver and parents was used to investigate general charac-

teristics.
The data were analysed by frequency. percentage. and Pearson's r.
Results showed that (1) a wide range of variable accounted for the general characteristics of family

child care. (2) the level of program quality as rated by the FDCRS was below mid-point, (3) children

engaged in solitarv behavior much more than in peer interactions or caregiver-child interactions.
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