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Transition of Rice Culture Practices during Chosun Dynasty
through Old References V. Cultivation
and Cropping Patterns

Sung Kyum Lee*, Ja Ock Guh**, Eun Woong Lee***, and Hong Suk Lee***

ABSTRACT : The rice culture techniques included ‘Jodosukyungbeob’(S#EA#fi:  culture
techniques of early —ripening paddy rice), ‘Mandosukyungbeob’ (B #E #hik : culture techniques of
late —Ripening paddy rice ‘Handobeob’(2#< L) © culture techniques of upland rice), ‘Myo-
jongbeob’ (##&#: : culture techniques of paddy rice by transplanting), ‘Kunangbeob’ (#f&#: : culture
techiques of rice by transplanting which rears seeding in dry paddy) and ‘Sudogunpanongbeob’ (K
wi% M - culture techniques of paddy rice seeding in dry field). Especially, ‘Kunangbeob’ and
‘Sudogunpanongbeob’ were originally developed in Korea as seen in 1600s(Kyoungje : #&i#) and
early 1800s (Yoji : B&).

In ‘Jodosukyungbeob’ it took 9 days for seed dipping, water —sprouting and prevent damage by
birds, each for 3 days in China, but in Korea seed dipping in water took 3 days and the rest of the
procedures were flexibly established. In matured soils, practices were fall plowing right after har-
vest, recognition of effective tillering and additional fertilization use of human manure, and stimu-
lation of sprouting by lime application, The unique culture techniques adequate for Korean
situations were practiced, which included weed control after draining accurately for 3 to 4 times,
draining at mid season for improving wind and drought tolerance, rice harvesting at appropriate
time for preventing grain shattering, and seeding in rows,

‘Mandosukyungbeob’ was improved techniques contrast to those of China, and the major contents
were selection of proper varieties, good stand establishment by seeding high rates, induction of vig-
orous tillers, and adoption of ‘Jokjongbeob’ (R#&#: : seeding method by foot). Also, one of the most
prominent rice cultures by our ancestors was ‘Kunpanongbeolb’ that was systemized form habitual
practice of Pyongan Province. The unique technique actualized was ‘Hando [B2#(L#) ] culture
technique which was the combinations of ‘Jokjongbeob’, root stimulation method, and disaster —tol-
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erant mixture cropping with adoptation of variety theory, although it was originated from China,

The transplanting techniques has come before ‘Jikseol’ (T&E3#% ;) and its merits were sufficiently
realized. However, this method was basically prohibited from the early Chosun dynasty because ex-
tremely bad harvest was expected under drought conditions and insufficient conditions of water
storage. But, it was permitted in the areas that contained water all the times and in case of
large —scale farming especially. Most of rice culture was transplanted in the end of the Chosun dyn-
asty because transplanting was continuously spreaded in the three southern provinces of Korea.
Under these circumstances, transplanting technique was improved from the early to the end of the
Chosun dynasty by weed control, fertilizing, water management, and quadratic transplanting. Based
on these techniques, agricultural productivity was improved 5 times by that time,

‘Kunpanongbeob’ was created and developed properly for Korean conditions that is dry in early
season and flooding in late season. This was successively developed and established into

transplanting technique of nursery seedling,
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