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(Abstract)

Why the Prescribing-Dispensing Services Are Not Separated in Korea?
— An Economic Approach—

Jae Hwan Byon

Chungnam National University

This paper attempts to explain why the prescribing-dispensing services are not seperated in
Korea. The main reason why physicians and pharmacists do not compromise, even though the
two parties support the seperation policy in public, is contended to be that both parties would lose
their interests if the policy were implemented. Physicians’ loss from giving up their vested rights
to dispensing would be larger than their gain from an increase in the number of prescriptions.
Pharmacists’ loss from being forced not to sell medicines without prescriptions would also be larg-
er than their gain from prohibiting physicians from dispensing. The net gainer from the
seperation policy would be the patients. Therefore, the seperation policy would not be implement-
ed unless political pressure from general public surpasses that from physicians and pharmacists.
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