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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of physical type and age on preference
for color and fabric motifs in women’s clothing design. Color preference measures consisted of
fabric samples in solid colors and drawings of clothing styles painted in colors. Preference for
fabric motifs was assessed by printed fabrics in various patterns and sizes. All of the preference
measures were devised specifically for this study. Furthermore, items on height and weight for
physical type as well as age of the subjects were included in the questionnaire. Data were
obtained by means of structured interviews and self-administered questionnaires from 588
women (20~ 60 years of age) in seoul. Analysis was by chi-square (X?), frequency, percentage,
and mean.

On color preference, a small but significant body type, height, and age effect was found on
some types of clothing. Preference for fabric motifs was affected by body type; height of
subjects was related to preference for size of motifs, and age was related to choice, size, and
width of striped motifs.

It was concluded that body type, height, and age are least effective in predicting color
preference. Fabric motif preference was influenced more by age than by body type or height.
Generally, there was some similarities in preference for lines and fabric patterns among slim
body types, tall figures, and younger age groups as well as heavy body types, short figures, and
older age groups.
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