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=Abstract=

Cytologic Features of Glassy Cell Carcinoma of the Uterine
Cervix

Gu Kong, M.D., Eun Kyung Kim, M.D., Eun Kyung Hong, M.D., and Jung Dal Lee, M.D.

Department of Pathology, School of Medicine, Hanyang University

Glassy cell carcinoma is an unusual neoplasm of the uterine cervix with highly ag-
gressive clinical behavior. On cervico-vaginal smear examination, the tumor has well
confused of atypical repair cell of the endocervix.

Recently, we have experienced two cases of glassy cell carcinoma of the uterine cer-
vix, diagnosed on cervico-vaginal smears and confirmed on following histologic sec-
tions. The cervico-vaginal smears revealed abundant clusters with well defined boa-
rders. The cell clusters were composed of large tumor cells. The tumor cells had dis-
tinct granular cytoplasm and eosinophilic macronucleoli. Characteristic cytologic fea-
tures of this tumor were discussed in view of differential diagnosis.
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Fig. 1. Many clusters of tumor cells are smeared on a necrotic and hemorrhagic background

(Papanicolaou, X200).
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Tumor cells have prominant acidophilic macronucleoli and finely granular chromatin. The

tumor cells shows distinct cytoplasmic boarders (Papanicolaou, X 400).
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Fig. 3. Solid nests of tumor cells are separated by delicate thin connective tissue. The tumor cells
have “ground-glass” cytoplasm and macronucieoli (H & E, X 100).

oo dFS AT T F Qe Ao BIFY 718 206%, 23 AAPC Ag-d = Al
th 3 F Seltzer 537 Pak 54 H15 T3 Wi N AGE o= @ @ % Qi) Pak 549 B
2 pRHeli, EFA A-d =% ~7o] V& of 9&H 1243 74 ZHE] € el vA
HAdoh 1 EFH 21e HAK 2 YA, S A FE ¥R, o]y FRE 2 %H Axd, v
%% 2909 =2 vl A (tumor diathesis) ol 7§ 4 o] 2 dAs A7) Fe g &, v AEA oA A=
TR AXEE 20, NE AAY 3 FF QAR a3 g Y] FElE LA T EAHLS
AE7E #3& A% de a9 98 e 3 4R ol st Ae fEld AE EH e fF
Yolo}p, A= A Aol doie] FEg Sy ALalH, ojE A $o= o] Brls e A= U
o] B2 AAE AEET) B 2dx 9o} e &4 ot ey BRAYAA S8 AEE gl T AU
A g A2AL Byt E3) A2 A WS F (tumor diathesis) =% sl A glo] @ X G354 L7 &
e A, gy R AEA, aln g e Hole A, Avoes e #, agin z+ 7f Al
g Sk o] AaA st ] m$ T go] He EEol 2 WalA AL fAL Je d5ol
e el AE e guse st 28y

Ag-A =g RRNA FE2 AE GEH AAe] glo] BIAFAG F5 Axee] e Slof
Soksle Aoz e B3y 2w ztaky A ¢ ofe] & 4 T 8 9. of A BRI F A FE o
EA A AE GF, TS Bl MgFE, aga FAsE B3 Y uiztgy dAEg 38 Ax
F3 BuHlez = v F8 xSt A& AdZo Fed NELES EAHEA &4 3l
A 2ol FEA ME gFo MEEgE AAS F2e a9 oA ol FAAE k= F



FHAT A

249l U3} ol 44 AZTe) 2ag 2w
RA ek 10, EF JARNN S Qets Laot
R HYE) 279 gade wd oy Bag
TERQE HYA AR, 281 FF AT 23
o 4% 27 5o 40 AE DT HelGk 3
10),
4
7 =
ARNEL A4 =% FEAA Aad 249 O
Fe8 AE GBe AEHY 24 A
EAAA MELY oA TFAEE FF 2 6
o W7ol A EE PReR vk, FU 4
Ae wnd s ) A 33 Axse E
T AT A% HRge) 2T AXIL MY
e am FE4 foz vl o1 @ s
B33 G FRF EAYY = HEAE 2t
& 9.
#7E
10

1. Glucksmann A, Cherry CP : Incidence, histologic, and

2o fEd AR &

response to radiation of mixed carcinomas(adeno-
acanthomas) of the uterine cervix. Cancer 9:971-979,
1956.

. Littman P, Clement PB, Henriksen B, et al : Glassy cell

carcinoma of the cervix. Cancer 37 : 2238-2246, 1976.

. Seltzer V, Sall S, Castadot MJ, Muradian-Davidian M,

Sedlis A : Glassy cell carcinoma. Gynecol Oncol 8 :141-
151, 1979. )

. Pak HY, Yokota SB, Paladugu RR, Agliozzo CM:

Glassy cell carcinoma. Cytologic and clinicopathologic
analysis. Cancer 52 : 307-312, 1983.

. Zaino RJ, Nahhas WA, Mortel R : Glassy cell carci-

noma of the uterine cervix. An ultrastructural study and
review. Arch Pathol Lab Med 106 : 250-254, 1982.

. Maier RC, Norris HJ : Glassy cell carcinoma of the cer-

vix. Obstet Gynecol 60 : 219-224, 1982.

. Ulbright TM, Gersell DJ : Glassy cell carcinoma of the

uterine cervix. A light and electron microscopic study of
five cases. Cancer 51 : 2255-2263, 1983.

. Bibbo M, Keebler CM, Wied GL : The cytologic diag-

nosis of repair in the female genital tract. Acta Cytol 15
:133-137, 1971.

Geirsson G, Woodworth FE, Patten SF, Bonfiglio TA :
Epithelial repair and regeneration in the uterine cervix L.
An analysis of the cells. Acta Cytol 21 : 371-378, 1977.

. Naib ZM : Exfoliative Cytopathology, 3rd edition,

Boston, Little Brown. 1985, pp 194-209.



