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Metastatic Small Cell Neuroendocrine Carcinoma of the Liver
from the Uterine Cervix

Yee Jeong Kim, M.D., and Kwang Gil Lee, M.D.

Department of Pathology, Yonsei University College of Medicine

We present the cytologic features of small cell neuroendocrine carcinoma of the liver
metastasized from the uterine cervix. Cytologically, tumor cells were arranged in a pat-
tern of solid sheet in necrotic background. The tumor cells were characterized by uni-
form, small cells, round hyperchromatic nuclei, and high nuclear cytoplasmic ratio. The
smears showed frequent mitotic figures and rosette formation. These findings were
identified with the previous histologic sections of uterine cervix.

To make a diagnosis of metastatic small cell neuroendocrine carcinoma on the Pap-
aniCOlao,u smear, a high index of suspicion and careful review of clinical history are

needed.
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Fig. 1. The smears show solid large (A) and small(B) clusters of small round hyperchromatic cells in necrotic background
(A : Papanicolaou, X100, B : Papanicoiaou, X200).
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Fig. 2. The smear shows cluster of round, undifferentiated tumor cells having hyperchromatic nuclei and
inconspicuous nucleoli (Papanicolaou, X1,000).
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Fig. 3. The section of uterine cervix shows solid sheet of small round malignant cells compartmentalized by
thin fibrovascular tissue. A few rosette formation of tumor cells are noted (H-E, X100).

Fig. 4. Tumor emboli in a vascular channel (H-E, X 100).
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Fig. 5. Some tumor cells are stained positive for chromogranin (LSAB, X 200).
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