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Transition of Rice Culture Practices during Chosun
Dynasty through Oid References
[V. Preparation of Seeds and Land

Sung Kyum Lee*, Ja Ock Guh**, Eun Woong Lee***; and Hong Suk Lee***

ABSTRACT : General procedures of seed preparation as conventional guide ({%kf&#%) had been established in
China before most of Korean literature documented them . ‘Chwijongbeob’ (BR#: ;. method of seed select) was
to select good quality of seeds and to discard the rest. In ‘Seonjongbeob’ (j#f&#k ; method of seed grading)
although China employed only ‘Sooseonbeob’ (7ki##: . method of seed select with water), but seeds were
selected in order of selection of seeds by winds /&%), selection of seeds by sieve (£i5l) and selection of seed
with water (ki) in Korea. As compared with the recent techniques, those methods were perfect techniques
for selection of good quality seeds of rice, except for method of seed selection by sult water was developed. The
method for measurement of seed moisture, and for measurement of melted snow (Zit), spoiled urine (Jf4)
and extracted juice by boiling water with the bone of livestock (‘B {1) were originated from ancient China. The
farming books in Korea were more or less followed the above methods. However, these techniques were
complicated and impractical interms of validity and rationality. Also, it is judged that these tchniques are
more appropriate in dry areas and alkaline soil of China rather than in Korean conditions.

The plowing is a work to begin farming, and is operated for air ventilation between atmosphere and earth.
Also, this techniques was adopted in the farming books from the early to the late Chosun dynasty without
changes. Fields were deep-plowed in the first, in fall(or in spring) and for cultivation, and were shallow
-plowed in the second, in spring (or in summer) and in intertillage. The former was for water reserve and land
preparation, and the later was for weed control with intertillage. However, plowing in fall which was
different from fallowing (#53#£) in dry areas, was recommended in Korea(Jikseol : "& 3 ). but was not
practiced in Sejongsilrok ("5 ##% ) . This was changed with time, and plowing for cultivation in Korea was
interrelated with use of green manure crops, method of plowing of upseting plough (##%), method of
manure practice (¥tfk) and sometimes dry plowing (&) .

In addition, until the 15th century method of using a kind of plowing-tool made of log (8 A/ ) as farm
tools was created to support reclamation for enlargement of farm land in mountaineous and coastal areas. For
desolate farm lands by many internal and external disturbances, one tried to recover yield ability by increasing
labor productivity from the 17th or 18th century. To do this, ‘Banjongbeob’ (J<#&i% : culture method by upset
plowing weed control) and ‘Hwanubeob’ (:k## : culture method by firing weed control) which were cultural
methods of ancient China were readapoted but the results were not clearly informed. Also, the reality of those

was reexamined in the end of the Chosun dynasty.

* FrEE8E AR (Shingu Academy Foundation, Sungnam 462-743)
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