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Tranisition of Rice Cultural Practices during Chosun Dynasty
through Old References [, Setting of Topics,
Metheds, and Scopes
Sung Kyum Lee*, Ja Ok Guh**, Eun Woong Lee*** and Hong Suk Lee***

ABSTRACT : The rice culture, the most representative farming in humid regions of East Asia, have been
playing a decisive role in supplying finance and staple food of the nations. This situation must be formed with
exchange of techniques and interests in the matter betwen China, Korea and Japan. Especially Korea was
obligated to play a bridge role because of geographical conditions, thereby the situations of agriculture were
repeatedly reclaimed, and recovered by changes of cultures during external aggression, and internal distur-
bances. Thus, it is obvious that development of rice culture and its techniques was being undaunted in Korea,
Nevertheless, in history of Korea, the documents of the government on chronicles of the dynasty were
plentiful, while they were very poor in countryside and rural communities, so that it is very hard to search
the transition process of rice culture and its techniques. Finally, the faming books that were begun editing
from the early Chosun dynasty are here divided chronically and examined, and also the interrelationships are
compared and discussed here. The objectives of this study were to discuss the following questions : How were
the dryfarming techniques, introduced from the ancient China by the end of Koryo dynasty, established to fit
for our situations ? What wers the basis for reestablishment of the techniques with originality ? How were
they continued and changed through the internal and external wars in the Chosun dynasty 7" What were
suggested from these continuously results by the end of the Chosun dynasty 7
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