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Proposal to Institute the Ocean Day
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Abstract

Although Korea has had a proud maritime history of thousands of years marked by outs-
tanding leaders such as Chang Bogo and Yi Soon-shin, there has not been a unified ‘Ocean
Day’ like the one in Japan. Extensive historical survey revealed eight candidate days for
ocean day designation. Historical significance, seasonal consideration and other factors were
examined with respect to each candidate date. Of the eight events the establishment of Chu-
nghaejin maritime base on the island of Wando on the southern coast of Korea by Admiral
Changbogo in the lunar month of April in the year of 828 is judged to have the greatest
desirability. Institution of ‘Ocean Day’ is recommended with the date to celebrate as May
20(a convenient date of May as translated into solar month). A weeklong celebration throu-
ghout the country is also recommended with colorful events to be had over the Ocean Week
following the Ocean Day.
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