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Treatment of flail chest with Judet’s strut

Byung Soon Park, M.D.", Yong Jun Cho, M.D.”, Dong Jun Lee, M.D.”

This report decribes our experience with the operative stabilization of flail chest with the
use of Judet’s struts. In a series of 14 patients with flail chest, the method allowed shorter
duration of artificial ventilation and decreased functional sequale. We find this techique to

be better than previously published methods, since it provides better stabilization and
immobilazation of the ribs and thus obviates the need for artificial ventilation and prevents

post-traumatic chest deformity,
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No. of patients
54
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14

Table 2. Cause of accident
w3

S+ E+HE
ﬂ@ﬂ+QEWM+%%ﬂ+ﬂ
Bl A4 2

D= W

Table 3. Associated extrathoracic injuries

Fractures
Skull 1
Spine
Scapular
Clavicle
Upper limb
Lower limb
pelvis

—_ DD =

Ruptured
liver 1
Spleen
Other
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Table 1. Summary of patients
ol & tol g g 7% H 2E wiring
1. AA4E 30 F multiple rib fx hemothorax (=) (+)
2. o]AA 27 F multiple rib fx(F) hemothorax (+) (+)
3. A 32 M multiple rib fx(F) hemothorax (—) (+)
4, 294 62 M multiple rib fx(F) hemothorax (—) (~)
5 wlHF 60 M multiple rib fx hemothorax (—) (+)
6. WA 32 M multiple rib fx(F) pneumothrax (+) (+)
7. WA 53 M multiple rib fx(F) hemothorax (+) (+)
8. #Y7] 50 M multiple rib fx hemothorax (—) (=)
9, ey 52 M multiple rib fx hemothorax (—) (—)
10. Hws 61 M multiple rib fx(F) hemothorax (+) Al A wiring
11. 718 52 M multiple rib fx(F) hemothorax (=) (—)
12. =47 24 M multiple rib fx(F) hemothorax (+) el & wiring
13. A% 52 M multiple rib fx(F) hemothorax (+) e A wiring
14, 233 31 M multiple rib fx(F) hemothorax (+) A€l 2 wiring
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Table 4. Sites of paradoxical movement

Site little mobility great mobility Total
Anterior

Anterolateral 2 2 4
Posterolateral 6 6

Not determined

t}, paradoxical movementE Z = AAE A
3193t} Table 4).
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