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The relationship between mental disorder and ¢riminal responsibility, as it
relates to the crime of homicide and defenses of diminished capecity and
insenity, was examined in terms of legal precedent and social perception.

In regard to legal precedent, the history and language of this area of the
law was exemined. The implicit relationships existing between mens rea, mental
disorder, the loss of legally relevant capacities, and criminal responsibility
were described.

In regard to social perception, similarity judgements were obtained from a
group of subjects for a set of 11 homicide verdicts, a separate group of
subjects rated the crimes on 30 property scales. The data were analyzed
according to the sssumptions of a wmultidimensional scaling model of cognitive
structure in order to uncover the shared concepts or criteria which govern
perceptions of mental disorder and criminal culpability. Three dimensions were
interpreted.
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CRIME AND THE SCHIZOPHRENIA SPECTRUM: A STUDY OF TWO DANISH COHORTS

DAI 46/098B, p.3230 Publication No. AAC0556814 NOT AVAILABLE FROM UMI
SILVERTON, LEIGH, PH.D. UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA (0208), 1985.
PSYCHOLOGY, CLINICAL (0622)

A significant portion of the schizophrenia literature has been devoted to
delimiting the traits belonging in the schizophrenia spectrua. The present
study addressed the nature of the familial relationship between schizophrenia
and a controversial spectrum candidate, criminality. This study sought to
examine whether there is a genetic relationship between these two phenotypes,
and whether rearing by s schizophrenic increases risk for criminel behavior.
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