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= Abstract=

Serum CA 125 was measured with immunoradiometric assay in fourty-one patients of endo-
metriosis. Serum CA 125 levels (Mean + SEM, U/ml)in patients with endometriosis were 13.8+3.3
in stage I, 17.3+3.0 in stage 1, 23.4+4.9 in stagelll, and 64.5+13.2 in stagelV, which showed in-
crement according to the stage of endometriosis. Serum levels in stagelV only were significantly
elvated than those in control (15.3+2.2), and those in advanced stage (Il and IV ; 47.1 £9.5)were
significantly higher than those in earlier stages (15.9 = 2.2)and control. The assay revealed a sensi-
tivity of 31.7% and the frequency of elevated levels (> 30.3 U/ml)in stage I, I, Il and IV was 9.
1%,18.8%,33.3%, and 87.5% respectively. Sensitivity in advanced stage was higher than that in
earlier stage {(64.3% vs. 14.8%). There data suggest that serum CA 125 assay might be a useful di-
agnostic tool in the advanced stage of endometriosis.
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Table 1. Number of patients accerding to the
stage of endometriosis
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Stage Patients
I 11
I 16
i} 6
I\ 8
Total 41

Table 2. Serum CA 125 levels in patients with
endometriosis and control

Stage CA 125 (Mean+SEM, U/ml)
I 13.8+3.3
9+2.2°
I 17.3+3.0 } 15.942
m 23.4+4.9
1495
v 64.5+13.2° } 4719
Control 15.3+2.2°

a,b : p<<0.01, Student t-test
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Fig 1. Serum CA 125 levels according to
stage of endometriosis.



Table 3. Sensitivity of serum CA 125 assay

No. of patients

N
Stage (+)  Total Senstitivity (%)
I 1 11 9.1 .
I 3 16 18.8 } 14.8
o 2 6 33.3 .
W, 7 8 87.5 } 64.3
Total 13 41

31.7

a; p<0.05, X*=8.26, Chi-square test
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