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Abstract

Changes in male roles and lifestyle in recent years have brought about an increased interest
in appearance and apparel for men.

The purpose of this study was to classify consumers into categories based on style of men’s
business suits and describe the resulting categories in terms of lifestyle, clothing behavior,
appearance and demographic variables.

Data were obtained from questionnaires completed by 513 consumers 20-69 years of age
living in Seoul, and analyzed by factor analysis, multiple discriminant analysis, one-way
ANOVA, CROSSTAB, and S-N-K test.

Resulting categories of consumers were labeled as formal, semi-formal and casual. Descrip-
tive profiles of the three categories were developed differently by 2 lifestyle factors (positive
opinion leadership, social participation), 1 clothing factor (conformity), 2 appearance factors
(conservative, energetic), and 2 demographic variables (age, marital status). The semi-formal
type of man is significantly different from the two other types in his group activities that
require social participation and opinion leadership. The formal type is significantly different
from the two other types in his conformity in clothing and conservative appearance. The
majority of formal and semi-formal types of men were 25-39 years of age and married, while
the casual type was younger and unmarried.
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