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A Study on the Interdisciplinary

Communication Patterns
Yong Sung Kim*

Abstract

This study attempts to verify the hypothesis that the interdisciplinary
communication patterns may be different according to each disciplines.
To put it concretely, it is intended to analyze and compare the subject
distribution, the format, the age, the origin and the language of the
documents of other disciplines cited in the journal articles accerdirg to
each disciplines.

To test the hypothesis philosophy, sociology and physics as the sample
for the three disciplines, that is, humanities, sccial sciences, and natural
sciences aré sellected, and the documents cited in the journal articles
published in 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981 and 1986 by the Korean Philosophical
Association, the Korean Sociological Asscciation and the Korean Fhysical
Society are collected. And then the subject distribution, the format, the
age, the origin, the language, and their use rate of the documents of
other disciplines cited in the journal articles are investigated, aralyzed
and compared according to each disciplines.

Some findings and conclusions made in the study are as follcws.

1. The subject distribution of documents of other disciplines cited and

its distribution ratio are different according to each disciplines, that is,

* Professor, Myong Ji University
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humanities high, natural sciences low and social sciences medium.

2. The format and the use rate of documents of other disciplines cited
are different according to each disciplines. In the three disciplines book
and journal are more used than any format of documents in interdiscipli-
nary communication while in case of the humanities and social sciences
book is more used than journal, and in case of the natural sciences jou-
rnal is more used than book in that communication.

3. The age and the use rate of the cited documents of other disciplines
are different according to each disciplines. In case of the social sciences
and natural sciences the documents of its last 20 years of publication are
cited concentrately, and in case of the humanities the literature age is
unconcerned.

4. The origin and the language of the cited documents of other disci-
plines, and its use rate are different according to each disciplines. In the
humanities and natural sciences the documents published in foreign cou-
ntry are cited concentrately, and in the social sciences the home publi-
cation documents are more cited than the foreign. The documents of
other disciplines in English language are most cited among the documents
in any foreign languages in interdisciplinary communication. Putting the
three disciplines in order of the use rate of the documents in English
language, the natural sciences is high, the humanities medium, and the
social sciences low. In the social sciences the use rate of the documents
of other disciplines in Korean language is high while in the humanities
and natural sciences slight.
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