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ABSTRACT
The Role of Costume in Shakespear’s Works

As was defined by Sarbin, the term “role” has
been used to represent the behavior expected of
the occupant of a given position or status. A
specific role can not be successfully performed
without the aid of the costumes. Costumes are
adopted in relation with a specific role, and the
change of role brings about the change of costu-
més, and the change of costumes makes influence
on the wearers. The typical cases in which the
costurme help to make access to a specific role and
can be effectively exploited for role change are
manifested in the plays of Shakespear. Thus, our
goal 1n this article is to analyze the role of costume
which appears in the plays of Shakespear. There,
the disguise in costume brings about the change
of action of the characters on the stage, the drama
reveals the role of costume obviously. The roles
of costume appeared most frequently are the
disguise role and the situation role. The disguise
role hides one’s status, thereby makes possible
acting other’s position. And the disguise role can
bring about the change of sex,age,occupation,
status, atmosphere. The situation role of costume
can be widely used for visualizing the psycholo-
gical situation and external environments of the
person on the stage. The suitable wearing of

costume has functions of pertorming roles effe-
ctively.



