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Primary Non-clear-cell Adenocarcinoma of the Vagina
-Report of a Case-

M.K.Jee, M.D., Y.J.Choi, M.D., KW.Yang, M.D., B.K.Kim, M.D., and S.M.Kim, M.D.

Department of Clinical Pathology, Catholic University Medical College

A case of primary non-clear-cell adenocarcinoma of the vagina is reported occurring in
a 65-year-old woman without exposure to diethylstilbestrol (DES) in uterc. The adenocarci-
noma did not appear to be associated with vaginal adenosis. It lacked clear cell component
and interestingly composed of columnar epithelial cells of endocervicai-type.

Cytologically round to oval nuclei revealed one or more small nucleoli and fine granular
chromatin pattern. Cytoplasm was plump, faintly basophilic and homogeneously stained.
Histologically well differentiated columnar epithelial cells were arranged in trabecular pattern
mainly, and also occasional glandular lumina and small solid sheets were found. Mitoses were

hardly found.

Key Words : Non-clear-cell adenocarcinoma, Vagina.
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Fig. 1a. Tumor mass protruded on the left superior
portion of the vaginal mucosal surface.
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Fig. 1b. Solid, pale gray tumor nests were seperated by
irregular bands of fibrous tissue.
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Fig. 2. Vaginal smear revealed single or irregular sheets of columnar nonciliated epi-
thelial cells with hemorrhagic background (Papanicolaou, X400).

Fig. 3. Columnar epithelial cells were arranged in a palisading pattern (Papanicolaou, X 400).
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Fig. 4

Tumoral nests were seperated by irreguiar fibrous bands and showed trabecular
pattern mainly (H & E, X40).
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Fig. 5.  Occasionally small glandular lumina were found (H & E, X200).

Fig. 6. Tail columnar epithelial cells with plump homogenous cytoplasm revealed mild
anaplasia (H & E, X400).
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Fig. 7. Vascular invasion was found in the periphery of the tumor (H & E, X40).

Fig. 8. Perineural and intraneural invasion were also observed (H & E, X 100).
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