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ABSTRACT

Spatial Division of Labor in Korea and
The Characteristics of Kumi Local Labor
Market

Won-Seok, Park

The purpose of this thesis is, first, to
present the spatial division of labor 1n
Korea and its mechanism, and second, to
elucidate the organic integral relation be-
tween local labor market and local commun-
ity by studing the mechanism that the spa-
tial division of labor is projected into the
individual lacal labor market, and reproduc-
tion of labor force process in this local
labor market.

According to this purpose, the theoretical
frame of this analysis is done, the positive
analysis is made and Kumi is choosed as its
analysis case area. The main data is from
‘Survey Report on Manufacturing Industry
Wage Conditions’ published by Minimum
Wage Council, Ministry of Labour and from
the questionnaires and interviews on textile
industry and electric electronics industry
firms in Kumi Export Industrial Estate.

The f{followings are the results of this
study.

1. The mechansim of spatial division of
labor in Korea, seen through the employment
structure index, is accelerating the regional
discrimination by fixing the regional hierar-
chisation between Seoul (or Seoul Metropo-
litan Area as expanded Seoul) and other
areas. But it is also developing highly the
regional employment structure at the level of
technical division of labor, since the spatial
division of labor in Korea is leaded by large
firms and influenced by the policy for re-
gional development.

2. Local labor market is formed in Kumi
area and its delimitation is Kumi city. The
employment structure of Kumi local labor
market is occupying lower hierarchy division
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at management hierachical level and occupy-
ing upper hierachy division at the level of
technical division of labor, and branch
plants of large firs are determinating and
dominating this emplogment structure. These
branch plants of large firs are forming more
favorable and stabel labor market than local-
ly controlled plants in Kumi local labor
market. But the reproduction of labor force
process in Kumi local labor market is not
fully carried out and leaked into central
city, therefore Kumi is now becoming an
unstable local community, suffering from

large movement of population. This is be-
cause Kumi local labor market is formed not
for itself, but by the state policy and exter-
nally controlled plants of large firms, and
therefore no potentiality to control and to
absorb the exterior influences is built in
Kumi local labor market.

3. The case firms A, B have spatial divi-
sion of labor between decision-making func-
tion and production function, and between
upper management hierachical labor force
and lower management hierachical labor
force in internal labor market.



