A Case Study on the Expenence of Housing Environment

— In the case of Middle class Apartment Residents —
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The purpose of this study was to investigate the middle - class housewives’ experience of housing environ-
ment through their own cognitive expressions.

Subjects were 18 housewives living in the apartments at Junggye - Dong, Seoul and Field survey method
was used. Indepth interview technique with planned questionnaire was used. The contents of individual's
housing life history were recorded by means of a recording machine. Cognitive expressions of subjects on
their experience of housing environment were analiyzed by Content Analysis.

Subjects have respectively experienced various housing types. The housing experiences were classified by
stimuli and respones. Stimuli were again classified by the factors and characteristics of housing environment,
whereas responses were classified by types and directions. Negative experiences were more frequent than
positive ones. Negative evaluations were appeared more frequently in such case as the existence of commun-
ity facilities, interior structure, bathrooms, and heating systems. The positive emotional experiences appeared
mote frequently were the natural characteristics of outdoors. When all the contents were analyzed by hous-
g types experienced, subjects negatively. remembered community facilities in high - rise apartments, and
positively outdoors in detached single houses including traditional houses, and negatively heating systems in
low - rise apartments and tenement houses.

These contents, especially positive and negative aspects of past experience, can be used as basic data to

understand residents’ reponses and to plan furture houses more desirable for them.
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