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Urban System and Passenger Bus Network in Korea: 1960—1985

Summary

The study is to identify the spatial structural
patterns and processes of urban system in Korea.
It is based on conceptual framework reflected
in the interdependent relations among various
attributes of cities by the changes of the flows
and expansion of networks in bus transporta-
tion.

In this context, the analysis focused on the
networks and traffic flows of passenger bus
service as an indicator of measuring urban
system evolution.

As a result of its research over the period
between 1961-1985, spatial structural pattern of
urban system can be concluded as follows.

In early 1960s, pre-industrialization period,
bus lines were developed locally in densely
populated area. Thus inter-cities linkage system
confined to the provincial administrative bound-
ary created minor influencial circle on regional
level, which consequently brought about regional
isolation due to less development of functional
interaction system between higher rank cities
outside the boundary.

Since mid-1960s, with together the industri-
alization policy as well as the development of
transportation networks, the bus lines have
been extended to both industrial and resource
development regions.

Consequently, under the influence of rapid
industrialization, networks of bus lines have
been multiplied toward major large metropolises.

In 1970s, the opening of major highways
along the axis of Kungbu express way brought on

* Instructor, Ewha Womans University.
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the change in a way in which the integrated
network pattern of urban system was established
accross the country. Thus primate characteristic
of bus flows centering on Seoul Meiro has
developed.

In general, the openings of highways have
brought forth the integration of urban system
at the national level.

Based on the observation of spatial change in
networks as its analysis, the study can be con-
cluded that the rapid integration of the national
urban system and the creation of primate charac-
teristic on the hierarchy seem to the instability
and vulnerability of suburban system.

Also this consequence suggest us that the
regional unequal development has been progres-
sed as lower level of small-medium cities.

Since early 1980s, the growth rate of major
local cities has predominated over the population
growth rate of Seoul, which led to easing con-
centration on Seoul Metro area. The sort of new
trend might be partially related to the expansion
of branch lines of road networks.

The most remarkable characteristics of road
networks is becoming the increase of the linking
with Honam axis leading to metropolitan area.
While on the other hand, the emergence of sub-
system centered to Pusan, based on the sound
industrial basises for the past 20 years, has
played major role for functional subdivision of
the region. In this process, it is confirmed that
the structure of spatial interaction system might
accelerated to develop into bipolar systems in
1980s.



