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Review and Perspectives on the Study of Geography of

Commerce & Distribution

Summary

The number of papers in geography of com-
merce & distribution was 78 from 1966, when
geography of commerce & distribution had
begun to be studied in the Korea, to 1989.

In this paper, I aims to review the develop-
ment of geography of commerce & distribution
studied in Korea and to search for a future
guideline of geography of commerce & distri-
bution in this country. Table 1 shows the num-
ber of papers in studies of geography of com-
merce & distribution published between 1966
and 1989 in units of five years. There is an
increasing trend in number of papers published,
the peak year is 1981-1985; 38 papers on the
studies of geography of commerce & distribution
were published at that period. The categories of
empirical studies are theoretical approach, dis-
tribution institutions, distribution facilities, com-
mercial region, wholesaling and retailing, dis-
tribution of each goods, consumer behaviour,
and commerce & distribution phenomena in
historical and cultural geography. Among cate-
gories of empirical studies, the number of papers
on distribution facilities consistes of 62.8% of
all empirical studies. ’

The following three points seem to be most
important in a discussion of the studies of
geography of commerce & distribution today
in Korea.

(1) The number of papers on distribution
facilities consistes of 62.8% of all empirical
studies. ‘The studies on periodic market of
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studies on distribution facilities is the most
many, as a result the study of this field shows
the importance in the commercial activities in
Korea. Developed countries have advanced the
development of service industry with economic
growth, so scope of commerce & distribution
studies should be expand with economic growth
in Korea. As following research themes of
geography of commerce & distribution should
be accomplished. (1) It should be examined

‘regional connection of product goods and

consumer goods, because the point of differ-
ence exists on the distribution channels of types
of goods, the functions of charger of commerce
& distribution intervening its processes in pro-
duct goods and consumer goods, and it should
be examined their regional connection and the
mechanism of commerce & distribution. (2 Also
it is important theme to examine the function of '
collection and distribution of the products of
primary industry and the regional analysis of
commerce & distribution. Q) According to ag-
glomerate each distribution function in city, it
should be studied commerce & distribution
facilities of physical distribution center, ware-
house, truck terminal etc. and its related to
facilities, and should be studied the relation of
these functions and the commodity flow. @It
should be analysed the regional connection of
the sale offices location and purchasing area
and selling area according to wholesale’s agglo-
meration of sale offices of makers in city. & It
should be researched the change of tip part of
commerce & distribution for changes of func-

*  Associate Professor, Dept. of Geogr., College of Education, Chungbuk National Univ.



tion of retailing shopping street, the change of
retailing trade area according to enterence of big
shopping center, and their multi-regional revolu-
tional processes. ® It should be studied the
change of regional structures or of regional
systems based on distribution system planning
for the location of distribution function in the
distribution center.

(2) Inorder to study of commerce & distribu-
tion about the fields, statistical data should be
developed with development of commerce &

distribution, because it is impossible for indivi-
dual to collect the data about commerce & dis-
tribution.

(3) The establishment of the systems of geo- -
graphy of commerce & distribution is necessary
fundamentally. The papers following the former
study are plently existed especially in Korea,
henceforth geography of commerce & distribu-
tion studies should be researched to grasp the
problem points, and modelling and theoretical
approach should be pursuited.



