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A Political Geographical Study on Dynamic Processes of the Unification of

Two Germanys: Centered on the Standpoints of Four Great Powers

Summary

The aim of this study is to examine the reali-
ties in dynamic processes of the several stand-
points of Germany unification and their changes
of the four great powers (USSR, US, FRANCE,
and UK). Documentary method used daily
newspapers (the Chosun Ilbos, Oct., 1, 1989-
Aug., 25, 1990) and hermeneutic one based on
interpreting phenomena by means of the au-
thor’s structure of knowledges related and view-
points were used here.

In this study were the several specialist’s
cognitions toward Germanys since Second
World War, four great power’s standpoints in
Germany unification, author’s political-geogra-
phical interpretations of these standpoints and
their changes with time, factors(geographic and
other) influenced upon the formation of the
standpoints and their changes, and synthetical
grasping(including the possibility of the Germany
unification) dealt successively.

The results of this study are as follows:
1. The USSR’s political leaders, having been in

the fear of attacks from the west, at first had

a policy of ‘neutralized unification’ of two

Germanys. The policy was changed recently

to ‘unification of two Germanys in NATO

frame’, through the considerations of persua-
tions from US and West Germany’s leaders,
realistic and serious examination of security
possibility, and cooperative relationships with
above states in economy and politics in

Duck-Soon Im*

future.

The US, having been in a status of police in
Western World, have a little early made a
definite decision upon the unification. The
decision is a plan of unification of two Ger-
manys in NATO frame. This was accepted
by West Germany, the UK, and the USSR
through the US’s persistent negotiations and
actions with/to them.

In the processes of mutual consent came the
US to an aggreement with West Germany
and the UK respectively with relative ease
in virtue of his national power and existing
political leadership in Europe and deep
friendship with the UK.

France, having been in contiguous location
with Germany and in the fear of attack from
this state, at first insisted unification of two
Germanys in the EC. At last the state how-
ever decided to accept the US’s plan, plan
of ‘unification of two Germanys in NATO
frame’. In that decision-making process
might the friendship-relation with West
Germany, positive possibility of security in
Middle Europe by means of the unification

in NATO, her own’s relatively weak power
having limitation in destructing grand tend-
ency be deliberately considered.

The UK, located across Dover strait, at first
opposed to the unification to fear of the
destruction of the balance of power in Euro-
pean continent. The traditional orientation

* Associate Professor of Geography, Chungbuk National University.



to friendship-relation with the US, require-
ment of continuous UK-US relation of coo-
peration, and negative attitude to disharmony
among European states which might be oc-
curred owing to her anti-tendency made the
UK follow decision of the US in the unifica-
tion problem.

. Based upon such several action and facts as
the mutual consent among four great powers
on the Germany-unification policy, West
Germany’s acceptance of the US plan, East
Germany’s decision to be annexed into West
Germany, creditable promise to maintenance
of existing Oder-Neisse boundary between
East Germany and Poland at so called ‘2+4+
Poland’ conference, Czechoslovakia and Pol-
and’s opposition to neutralized unification of
two Germanys in fear of strengthenized
unified Germany’s possible attack to their
own states, and Germany’s political leader’s
excellent wisdom of adaptation to changing
and fruitful situation of Middle and Eastern
Europes shall the unification be realized in
very near future (Oct., 1990 — Feb., 1991).

. Following factors are based in the formation
of standpoints of the unification and their
changes of four great powers and states
involved.

1) geographic distance to Germany

2) Germany’s location in Middle Europe

3) fear of unified Germany’s destruction of
neutrality

4) realistic interests in international politics

5) national prestige(especially the USSR)

6) desire for maintenance of existing friend-
ship-relations with contiguous states and
friend ones(especially France)

7) desire for maintenance of the balance of
power in Europe(especially UK)

8) desire for maintenance of close relations
with the US(especially UK)

9) history of ‘one state’, Charlemagne Em-
pire, in the past composed of present two
Germanys, France, Italy, and Benelux
states

. According to several specialists(political geo-

graphers, political scientists, and politicians),
the unification of two Germanys is an expec-
tation which shall be achieved in far future.
Debut of the USSR’s political leader Gor-
bachev executing open-and-reform policy and
its tendencious waves strongly influenced
upon European politics, especially Germany-
unification problem. These are worthy to
remembered in this unification discussion
today.



