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Variation and Forecast of Rural Population in Korea;1960—1985.
Kwon, Yong Duk - Choi, Kyu Seob
Dept. of Agricultural Economics Coll. of Agric., Kyungpook Natl. Univ.

Summary

This study investigated the relationship between the cutflow of rural population and agricul-
tural policy by using time series method. For the analytical tools, decomposition time series
methods and regression technique were employed in computing seasonal fluctuation and cyclical
fluctuation of population migration. Alse, this study predicted farmhouse, rural population till
the 2000"s by means of the mathematical methods. The analytical forms employed in forecast-
ing farmhouse, rural pepulation were Exponential curve, Gompertz curve and Transcendential
form.

The major findings of this study were identified as follows:

1) Rural population and farmhouse population began to decreaée from 1965 and hastily went
down since 1975. Rural population which accounted for 36.4 percent, 35.6percent of national
population respectively in 1960 diminished about two times: 17.5 percent, 17.1 percent
respectively.

2) The rapid decreasing of the rural population was caused because of the outflow of rural
people to the urban regions. Of course, that was also caused from the natural decreases but the
main reason was heavily affécted more the former than the latter. In the outflowing course
shaped from rural to the urban regions, rural people concentrated on such metropolis as Seoul,
Pusan, Keanggi. But these trends were diminishing slowly. On the other hand, compared with
that of the 1970"s the migration to Keanggi was still increasing in the 1980 s. That is, people
altered the way of migration from the migration to Seoul, Pusan to the migration to the out-
skirts of Seoul.

3) The seasonal fluctuation index of population migration has gone down since the June
which the reguest of agricultural labor force increases and has turned to be greatly wanted in
the March as result of decomposition time series method. As result of cyclical analysis, the cycli-
cal patterns of migration have greatly 7 cycle.

4) As result of forecasting the rural and farmhouse population, rural and farmhouse popula-
iion in the 2000 will be about 9,655(thousand/pecple) and 4,429(thousand/people) respectively.

Thus, 1t is importént to analyze the probloms that rural and farmhouse population will de-
crease or increase by the degree. But fairly defining the agricultural into a industry that supply
the food, this problem—how much our nation need the rural and farmhouse population—is
greatly significant too. )

Therefore, the basic problems of the agricultural including the outflows of rural people are the
earning differentials between rural and urban regions. And we should regard the problems of
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the gap of relative incomes between rural and urban regions as the main task of the agricultural
policy and treat the agricultutal policy in the viewpoint of developing economic equilibrium than
efficiency by using actively the natural resources of the rural regions.
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