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ABSTRACT

A Study on Demand and Supply of
Physical Therapist in Korea

Chung Hoon Chang, Hong Cheul Shin
Dept. of Physical Therapy, Won Kwang Public Health Junior College

As a survey for the training and present situations, the author examined the educational
institutions, employed institutions, employed area on 4821 physical therapists who registered

in the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs through the past 25 national examinations.

In order to provide the better and more effective physical therapy service, the study for
man power of physical therapist with some relevant factors such as institutions for education
and training, employment status and distribution of physical therapist was carried out through
survey for 4821 licensed therapist during 1965~1988.

Result were obtained through the study as follows :

1

. There are 12 junior colleges and 2 university in Korea and 4821 licensed physical

therapist out of 6872 graduated from health junior college and university.

. 8265 applicant have applied to the national examination which was carried out for 25

times during 1965~1988. The passing rate in the examination for 25 times showed 53,
29 in average,

. The physical therapist are working mostly in 2, 000 hospitals and clinics through out the

country. However, most physical therapists are dominantly working in large cities,
because 305 hospitals and clinics are located in Seoul,

. Regarding distribution of the physical therapist, 2,263(46.79%) therapist have been

employed in the hospital and clinics, however 2,558(53.3%) could not have a job,

. In an estimation of demand and supply for the physical therapists by the year from, 1988

through 2,005 in Korea, the supply is estimated by the capacity of educational
institutions as over—production even though such estimation based on the future
increasing of GNP and ratio between the physical therapist and physicians and also
ratio between the physical therapist and general population,
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