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Pampus echinogaster was a carnivore and its major food items were crustaceans, hydro-
medusae, salps, Sagitfa, and fish. Larvae and small juveniles preyed heavily on copepods.
However, the portion of the diet attributable to copepods was decreased with increasing
size, and this decrease was paralleled by an increased consumption of hydromedusae,
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salps, Sagitta, and fish.
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Table 1. Composition of the stomach contents of Pampus echinogaster by dry weight

Fish size (FL)

Food item < 5cm 5~10cm 10~15¢m 15~23cm
Copepoda ++++ +++ + +
Euphausiacea ++ ++ + +
Amphipoda + + + +
Mysidacea Tr -+ + Tr
Ostracoda + Tr Tr
Cladocera + Tr Tr
Decapoda + + + + 4+
Chaetognatha(Sagitta) + + + ++
Thaliacea(salps) + + ++ ++
Hydrozoa(hydromedusae) + ++ ++ ++
Fish + ++ ++
Fish eggs Tr Tr
Polychaeta + + + +
Veligers + Tr
Algae + Tr
++4++ >50%
+++  25~50%
++  10~25%
+  1~10%
Tr <1%
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