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It is an honour to be speaking on phonetics at the
invitation of the Phonetic Society of Korea. Through the
Korean Hangeul script, invented in the fifteenth century
at the instigation of the great XKing Sejong, and the work
Hunminjeongeum which describes it, this country has an
important place in the world history of phonetics.

Phonetics 1is the description and analysis of
pronunciation. Spoken language can be investigated at
three points: in the speaker (articulatory phonetics), in
the hearer (auditory phonetics), and in the physical
speech signal (acoustic phometics)...

Beginners in English who are Korean mother tongue
have to learn to make the sound 'f’ as in "coffee”, which
is a voiceless labio—dental fricative, lip on upper teeth.
They also have to learn to make [8lsound in “think”, a
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voiceless dental fricative,

This, I think, is obvious but foreign languages
don’t involve the sounds of one’s mother tongue together
with some additions. In fact, each language has its own
phonological rules.

We take the same example again. I can consider that
earlier Korean has this phonological rule relating the
lateral and the tap. Useful phrases for visitors to Korea
such as me include "%io{-§ 8 % o}AlL]Z}?” [ japargl hal
cul asimnik’a ]. And they will notice that the [1] at
the end involves a [r] and a [1] although you write them
both in the same way, they sound differently, they
certainly sound differnt to me. Because Korean has the
phonological rule that says you use a tap before a vowel
sound but a lateral elsewhere, They are in a similar
relationship to one another Before vowel sounds, we use
the clear-1 as in "let”[let], but elsewere, we use
the dark-l, the sound [l], a velarized lateral as.in
"tell” [thell So English has this phonological rule about
two kinds of "1”,

German has a rule relating two different sounds made
with body of the tongue, two voiceless fricatives. One of
them is the sound [x] as in "Buch, das Buch”, means the
book, this is the one used after back vowels. The other
one is the sound [¢], "ich” a voiceless palatal fricative,
as in the word "sich”, this one is used after front
vowels.
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One of the problems of language learners is that the
writing system of a language may not be always a very good
guide to pronunciation. Here is a list of some languages
with my impression of how helpful the writing system is to
the learner, the forign learnmer. Finnish, the language of
Finland, 1is very straightfoward from this point of view,
You pronounce a exactly as it’s written.

Spanish is very straightfoward if you know the
rules, but they are a little bit more complicated. Korean
is fine as I’'ve said, but there are two problems in
Korean. One is what happens when syllables come next to
one another, because certain changes occur across the
boundary, and the other is the fact that you persist in
using a number of Chiness characters which of course are
very difficult to the foreign learners.

English you will know about. The spelling gives you
some kind of helpful guide to pronunciation but it’s not
wise to rely on it. Really you need to look up or find
out the pronuncistion of each new English word you learn.
And worst of all, without any doubts, is Chinese because
you really can't predict amy certainty. There are again a
number of principles, and you can learn all sorts of
principles that will help vou, but it’s not sufficient.

This means that I pust strongly recommend using
phonetic transcription together with appropriate phonetic
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drills., A brief mention of two other areas of application
of phonetics: one of them is acting. Phonetics is of use
to the actor who wants to be able to be adopt special
types of pronunciation for dramatic purposes. Phonetics
is also of use to the administration of justice when, for
example, people accused of blackmail or other crimes, may
be convicted or alternatively acquitted, because of expert
evidence about speaker identity.

And now linguistics. Since the primary medium of
language is speech, phonology necessarily constitutes a
most important part of linguistics. Phonetics is
indispensable in descriptive work including the
description of previously unknown languages and in
dialectology. The range of pronunciation possibilities
attested in the world’'s languages is enormous. Carefully
comparing different languages and describing then,
observing them enables us to make important hypotheses
about linguistic universal. And this has inspired various
theories of phonology including the three we here mention,
phonenics, generative phonology, and autosegmental
phonology, and the last of which was inspired mainly by
prblems of describing the tone of African languages.

Lastly, I'd like to speak a little bit about British
phonetic tradition. The most famous British phonetician
was Danieal Jones. He built on work done by pioneers such
as Sweet at Oxford, Passy, a Frenchman and Vietor, a
German. His great success was to establish phonetics as
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an independant academic discipline in the United Kingdom.
And he founded the Department of Phonetics at University
College London in the present century. It’s now been
expanded and combined with the newer discipline of
linguistics into a Department of Phonetics and Linguistics
that’s the department of which I have the honour to be a
member,

And I'm proud to say that this department has
retained a leading position in the world in the subject of
phonetics. After Jones’ death, in due course A.C.Gimson
became the head of the department. Prof. Gimson has
written several important standard works about the
phonetics of English. Another professor, recently
retired, still alive is J.D, 0‘’Connor who, has done very
important work again on English intonation and also on
general phonetics. And students, former students of the
department trained there are now found throughout the
world.

There are many illustrious former students of the
department. And I'm happy today to congratulate two of
them. One of them is Prof. Hyun-Bok Lee and the other is
Prof. Ryu Man-Kun. Congratulations to both!

Thank you !
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