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(ABSTRACT}

A study of the ethical values of Korean nurse

Won Hee Lee, San Cho Chun, Kasil Oh, Kyu Sook Kaung, Soyaza Kim
{Yonsei Univarsity, College of Nursing)

The purpose of this study is to identify how Korean nurses perceive and solve their
ethical problems in the clinical settings.

An ethical problem questionnaire was developed from the literature. And the questio-
nnaire “How ethical are vou’”* reported in the 1983 edition of nursing life was translated
and modified.

Content validity was established from twenty-five nursing faculty and staff.

Ethical problems are categorized into three dimensions:

1) nnrse-patient relationships 2) nurse-colleague relationships 3) professional values.

The data were obtained from three groups of nurses(N=375) who were participating
in contimming education classes in the Seowl chepter of the Korean Nurses® Association
in September, Qctober, and November 1987.

The results of this study were as follows:

1. There was a strong tendency among ntrses to show a good Samaritan attitude.

2. A higher percentage of nurses responded positively to saving patient’s lives via
CPR in spite of the fact that the patient was m a terminal stage. There was a less
favorable response to the carrying out of extracrdinary measures to extend the life of
dving patienis or save the life of severly deformed infants with aggresive treatment.

3. The rational for not telling the truth about the patient’s condition or his course of
treatment was for the sake of the patient’s well being. Violation the patient’s right to
know was not perceived as an unethical problem. This was related to the strong influence
of paternalism among nurses.

4. The .nurse-physician’s relationship was revealed to be more important than the
nurse-patient relationship. ' , - .

5. Respecting the decision of the family was maore important than respecting the deci-
sion of the patient. '

This study revealed no significant differences between the demographic characteristics
and ethics of the nurses.

In conclusion the results of this study indicated that the respondents did not demon-
strate any consistency in ethical values. A limitation of the methodology of this study
was that the reasoning process of the nurses was not determined. This is important as
one’s attitudes and actions are not always congrnent.

Further study needs to he carried ont to identifv the reasoning process used by nurses
in ethical problem solving since Korean nurses are influenced by complex and interre-
fated factors such as Confucianism, Buddhism, Christianity, deontology and teleology.
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