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= Abstract =

Warm Sensation of Left lower Extremity as a Complication of
Left Stellate Ganglion Block

Hung Kun Oh, M.D.

Department of Anesthesiology, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

A case of the left stellate ganglion block (SGB) with a warm senation of the left lower extremity
in a 25-year-old male soldier is presented. .
During the Korean War, this patient received a penetrating gun shot wound from the rlght knee
through the left abdominal wall, left upper arm and left thumb. He was evacuated to the a marine
corps surgical hospital where amputation of the left thumb and an end-to-end anatomosis of the left
brachial artery were performed. After surgery, left ulnar and median nerve paralysis and causalgia
developed and about 9 months later an upper thoracic ganglionectomy was proposed at the Chin-Hae -

Navel Hospital.

Before the ganglionectomy a stellate ganglion block for diagnostic and prognostic purnoses was
requested by the surgeon. This block was performed by the supraclavicular anterior approach using
10 ml of 2% procaine. The effect of the block including Horner’s syndrome was confirmed 5 minute
later in this patient. This patient returned to. the ward by walking unassisted 10 minutes after the
block, and complained of a warm sensation in the left lower extremity 20 minutes later as well as the
left upper arm. :

This warm sensation in the lower extremity following ipsilateral stellate ganglion block indicates
that the local anesthetics solution. injected tinto the neck spread down to lumbar sympathetic .

ganalgion along the fascial membrane of the sympathetic chain as a consequence of the 10 minutes
walk.
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1. Ptosis of the Left Eye Lid with Narrowed

Palpebral Fissure.

2. Constricted Pupil.

3. Enophthalmus,

4. Injected Conjunctiva.

5. Increased Lacrimation.

6. Increased Temperature of the Left Arm and

Face. -

7. Anhydrosis of the Left Arm and Face.

8. Stuffiness of the Nose.

9. Relief of the Pain over the Left Hand.
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