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Table 1. The Distribution of the Respondents
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55
I xEzR

1 M RES] —May 1t

Bi2, B%, 7 FLES 3 S Qury
S48 thgat w.

PRESE Aol Bi o] FEHT
el BmEggol visahAl SmE ol AATh
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area area  Total MAALET 22 Yede] RERES REM
dJunior & senior high 833 867 2,700 iﬁ°ﬂ Ah?. ‘73:?—4 ﬁkfﬁ?&ﬁ%w A}{f_ B 2%
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Working youths 432 173 605
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Table 2. Descriptive Statistics of Survey Respondents
High school Working Delinquent
Content students youths youths
(N=2,700) (N=605) (N=916)
1. Sex
Male 52.3 19.3 92.6
Female ‘473 80.3 7.3
2. Age
12-14 years old 22.7 0.4 22
15-17 years old 56.9 208 36.3
18-20 years old 19.9 78.7 61.1
3. School background
Elementary school graduates 0.4 2.5 8.7
Junior high school
students 444 1.5 0.8
drop-outs 0.2 0.7 388
graduates 0.3 243 12.8
Senior high school
students 54.3 35.0 12.8
drop-outs 0.0 46 29.4
graduates 0.0 31.0 6.2
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(Table 2. Continued)

4. Religious preference indicated

Yes 62.9 54.2 725

No 36.9 45.8 272
5. Economic conditions

High 13.2 4.1 8.1

Middle 74.3 729 61.1

Low 12.2 22.8 30.8
6. Living environment

Residential area 824 744 70.4

Non-residential areas 16.6 244 29.2

(business area or industrial area)

EKpEmolElde BRITRAEN =A &4 o MEE FET UM AR
EPS HRNOE T L HEWoZ AR 3 #e(APA) Y ﬁ?ﬁ{%ﬁﬁﬁﬁi(WHO) %—«] 27 &
AE iy, @ Holx o], @ itrakibol ek MR E N ERE AE 712
dgS F AL E @ LEY, FHESE KFHS 2 RS mME dof s {“’ IEE &
2 A gste glo] B Eekoll Ao BME MK ato] Aej g FASHACHES FZE)

BEo| S, B Aol M EESo] HoEolRR @ RIE : FAZ B AT $RF LT 36.6%, H%
RS 2 FHol A=7tE Bol 2 WS Hts FHOE 321%2 v Bl FITHLES
At 94.4% 2 712 Ryl FAEE A eIk
Table 3. Statistics of Drug Usage in the Different Groups
High school Working Delinquent
Content students youths youths
Smoking 36.6 32.1 4.4
Drinking alcohol 50.3 715 93.3
Tonic(non-alcoholic, caffeinated beverages 86.3 88.4 90.9
Sedative 67.0 774 71.3
Stimulants 15.4 15.7 18.3
Tranquilizers 14 45 27.7
Hypnotics 0.4 26 7.1
Marihuana 0.7 08 13.0
Glue-sniffing 37 5.0 40.7

6) 57, [HAAA ] pll



@ &l SFAEAE BRELFE 503%, B
BEAE 933%2 A BHFLFE Hidol Kl
ZA@ol 2, 2 £ME Mo BRE 20% Hxol
At

@ HEHLEEH - 23 EA AL BE RS B,
0%, ETEVEER 95 90% WYY e oK
o]t

@ @m0 ATA AMS A E R s B, B4, 3
THLESLEM 2% 70% J ooy, Bngd
#£ EMAAN 774%2 71F Tl 2R AYAHE]
gl AAsle] B2 HABES AILse BRS
AL + Utk

® WEEH : ZHAA AFRH PR B B4,
TP ELEEAN 25 15~18% H==2 H]3)
Al versich

® ZEH : FHAALE S B, BBHFLE B
5 5% viwte] HHEEEE YeEld o, ETEFES
#£50] 27.7%8 = B2 HEE JeEh) KEBE
Mo T AAE & 5 doh

@ feiRs © HAA AR BREFLE 04%, B
BEAE 26%, ETELE 71%EA HIEREH
T LEBY 2ol kAT UHF AA UL E

2 % 9o,

Table 4. Statistics of Delinquent Behavior in Different Groups
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Delinquent

Content High school students Working
(junior:senior) youths youths
Hostility against adults 37.9 (26.5:47.4) 42.3 65.2
Truancy 16.5 (15.1:17.6) 423 85.8
School suspension 7.1 ( 59: 7.9) 8.8 51.2
Run away 76 ( 4.9: 9.7) 9.4 79.0
Picked up by policy 29 ( L1: 43) 36 64.4
Possession of weapons 89 ( 6.7:10.6) 5.1 66.3
Taking money by force 81 ( 81:81) 5.0 75.2
Sexual promiscuity 83 ( 6.8: 9.3) 145 75.7
Watching adult video 32.3 (25.6:37.8) 309 83.3
Visiting drinking establishment 196 ( 5.6:31.1) 46.6 84.3

7) Farrow, J.A, and French, J., “The Drug Abuse Deliuquency Connection Revisited”, ddolescence, Vol.21 No.84,

Libra Pub., 1986, p.958
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Table 5. The First Experience of Drug Abuse among Youths according to Age
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(mean / SD)

Content High school students Working youths Delinquent youths
Smoking 135/33 14.5/3.3 14.2/1.9
Drinking alcohol 148726 16.6 /2.5 14.4/19
Sedative 14.0/25 16.4/25 151725
Tranquilizens 15.2/27 16.57 3.0 15.7/1.7
Hypnotics 160/ 15 17.9/23 16.0/2.0
Stimulants 147716 16.1/2.0 151/19
Tonic 13.2/28 16.2/26 143/26
Marihuana 15.0/22 17.0/35 16.0/1.7
Glue-sniffing 149723 16.3/ 2.4 152/19

Table 6. The First Experience of Deviant Behavior among Youths according to Age

Content - High school students Working youths Delinquent youths
Hostility against adults 14.8/22 15.5/23 150/1.9
Truancy 136/3.1 16.7/25 143721
School suspension 14.7/ 2.0 155/25 145/1.8
Run away 148/ 2.4 154/ 27 143/19
Picked up by police 158/1.8 158/24 152/ 1.8
Possession of weapons 15.1/21 16.0/2.7 153/ 1.8
Taking money by force 138728 147/ 2.8 15.0/ 1.8
Sexual promiscuity 15.2/2.2 163729 153/ 1.7
Watching adult video 15.1/2.0 175720 15.2/1.7
Visiting drinking establishment 16.0/19 174/23 152/ 17

Figure 1. The First Experience of Drug Abuse and Deviant Behavior among Youths according to Age
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Table 7. Factor Analysis on Drug Abuse and Deviant Behavior among Sudenets

Content Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 3
Smoking 343 .605 -.012
Drinking alcohol .058 .615 .091
Sedative 024 137 .083
Tranquilizers 149 042 .366
Hypnotics 227 074 859
Stimulants 123 420 164
Tonic .081 372 005
Marihuana .363 .061 732
Glue- sniffing .567 .085 .251
Hostility against adults 235 195 .095
Truancy 419 .166 102
School suspension .429 203 .164
Run away 715 104 .088
Picked up by policy 722 .070 .285
Possession of weapons 488 383 .097
Taking money by force 540 278 172
Sexual promicuity 383 282 123
Watching adult video 413 618 -.020
Visiting drinking establishment .360 444 .098

ARdg (%) 394 14.3 9.8

ARG A 39.4 53.7 63.6

# 29 4 o3k 2AFERI7E 500 o] 4! Hol glo] AAEEA] GotE.
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Motives Reasons for use %
Passive motives — to release stress 42.8
— to stay awake 19.7

— to relieve boredom 49

— rebellion against adults 0.5

Neutral motives — easy accesibility of drugs 16.6
— ignorance of the side effects of drugs 3.6

— low price 11

— to stop drinking & smoking 0.3

Active motives — curiosity 4.2
— to increase strength 3.0

— to feel ecstasy 2.2

— peer pressure 2.2

8) Trojanowicz, R.C., Juvenile Deliagquency, Prentice-Hall, Inc., New Jersey, 1978, p.113
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(Abstract)

Drug Abuse and Delinquency Among Young People in Korea

Kim, Soung-Yee

(Ewha Wamans University)

1. Introduction

Since the 1970’s drug abuse among young pecple has increasingly become a social problem in Korea,
In the 1980's, drug abuse, especially glue sniffing, has become the cause of many unfortunated incidents
resulting in harm to others as well as the abusers themselves,

Taking into consideration of the seriousness of this problem, the Republic of Korea National Red
Cross initiated a nation-wide research programme, to understand the present situation and to raise the
level of public awareness, The goal of this research was to begin a nation-wide campaign against drug
abuse,

The research team was composed of the Advisary Committee members and the staff of the Youth
Department of the Republic of Korea National Red Cross. The data were collected in February 1988
with the collaboration of the staff and volunteers in the local Chapters, The respondents were allocated
nation-wide by the quota sampling method. The questionnaires were distributed to the respondents
in three groups:2,700 to junior and senior high school students, 605 to working youths, and 916 to
delinquent youths, A total of 4,221 questionnaires were collected.

II. Characteristics of the Respondents

The respondents in each group were selected evenly from rural and urban areas. The general charac-
teristics of the respondents can be described as follow: in case of students, the proportions between
male and female respondents, and betweem senior high school and junior high school students were
almost evenly distributed. In case of working youths, the proportion of females (80.5%) was higher
than those of the students and the delinquents groups,

Delinquent youths were defined as those currently being under custody of the centers for juvenile
delinquents. Of this number, 38.8% and 68.2% were junior and senior high school drop-outs respectively.

The majority of them(92.6%5) were male. As for the family background of the respondents, the pro-
portion of those residing in poverty-stricken areas, and the proportion of those from broken families

were higher in case of working youths and delinquent youths than those in case of students,
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[I. Present Patterns of Drug Abuse

The following summarizes the presents of drug abuse, as tabulated from the results of the survey.
1. Smoking

The percentage of youths who smoke was 36% in the student group , 32% in the working youths
group, and 94.4% in the delinquent youths group.

2, Alcohol

50.3% of students, 71.6% of working youths, and 93.3% of delinquent youths has experienced drinking

alcohol beverages.
3. Tonic : non - alcoholic, caffeinated beverages popular in Korea and Japan

The percentage of those who have used tonic at least once was over 90% in all of the three groups,
4. Sedative

About 70% of each group has used sedative with the proportion of working youths use higher than

those in other groups.
5. Stimulants

Those who have used stimulants comprised around 15% in each group.
6. Tranquilizers

Somewhat less than 5% of students and working youths, and 28%; of delinquent youths, have used

tranquilizers,
7. Hypnotics

The users of hypnotics amounted to 0.4%; of students, 2.6% of working youths and 7.1% of delinquent
youths,

8. Marihuana

Those who have used marihuana indicated 0.7% of students, 0.8% of working youths, and 13% of
delinquent youths.

9. Glue-sniffing

The percentage of glue-sniffing was 3.7%, 5% in the students group and in the youths group res-
pectively, but the proportion was unusually high, at 40.7% in the delinquent youths group.

From the results of the survey the present situation of drug abuse in Korea can be summarized as
follows:
1. A high percentage of Korean youths have experienced smoking cigarettes and drinking alcoholic

beverages.
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2. Tonics (non-aleoholic, caffeinated beverages), antipyretic analgesics and stimulants quite regularly
used,

3. Tranquilizers, hypnotics, marihuana and glue-sniffing are more widely used among delinquent
youths than the other youths, From this fact, there exists a correlation between drug abuse and juvenile

delinquency.
V. Time-series Analysis of the First Experience of Drug Abuse and Deviant Behaviour

The respoundents were asked when they were first exposed to drugs and when they committed deviant
acts, By calculating the average age of each experience, the following pattern was found (See Figure
1).

Youths are first exposed to drugs by abuse of tonic(non - alcoholic, caffeinated beverages). At the
age of 13, they amoke cigarettes, the use of antipyretic analgesics begins at 14 year old, while at the
age of 15, they use tranquilizers, and at 16 hynotics,

The period of drug abuse which starts from drinking caffeinated beverages and smoking cigarettes
and ends in the use of hypnotics takes about three years.

During this period, other delinquent behaviours begin to surface, that is, at the age of 13 when smoking
cigarettes begins, the delinquent behaviour pattern starts with truancy. Next, they start taking money
from others by using physical force, Prior to the age of 15, they are suspended from school, become
hostile to adults, begin running away from home, and start using stimulants and alcohol. Soon they
become involved even in glue-sniffing and in the use of marihuana.

At the age of 15, they begin to see adult videos and carry weapons. Sexual promiscuity and usage
of tranquilizers follows the viewing of adult videos,

Consequently, by the time they reach the age of 16, they visit drinking establishments, and are picked
up by police for committng delinquent acts, And finally, they come to use hypnotic-type drugs.

From the above descriptions, drug abuse can be assumed to have a close correlation with delinquent

behaviour,
V. Social Factors Related to Drug Abuse

As for the Korean youths, glue-sniffing is found to be related to aggressive delinquency, in such cases
as run-aways, being picked up by the police, and taking money by force,

Smoking cigarettes and drinking alcohol is found to be related to seeing adult videos and visiting
drinking establishments.

Hypnotics and marihuana were found to be representive of drugs which are related to degenerational
delinquency, irrespective of social delinquency.

The social factors connected with these drug abuse are as follows:
1. Individual factors

Male students were more heavily involved in the usage of drug than females, Youths who do not attend

church were more likely to be involved in drugs than those who attend.
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2. Family factors

The youths who were displeased with their mothers smoking and those who thought their parents
did not love each other, or those whose parents had used drugs without prescription, were more likely
to be drug users,

3. School factors

Those youths who found school life boring, were unsuccessful in their studies, spend most of their
time with friends, feel their teachers smoke too much, those who had a positive perception of their
teachers smoking were likely to be drug users.

To sum up, drug abusers depend on the influence of their parents, teachers and peers,

VL. Reasons for Drug Abuse

Korean students have mainly used drugs to release stress (42.8%), to stay awake (19.7%), and because
of the easy accessibility of drugs(16.6%5).

Other reasons are due to their ignorance of the side effects of the drugs (3.6%), natural curiosity
(4.2%), and to increase strength(3.0%).

From the above facts, the major reasons for drug abuse among Korean youths are to release stress
and to stay awake in order to prepare exams,

Furthermore, since drugs are readily available, we can conclude that drug abuse is caused by the school

system(such as entrance exams) in Korea,
VI. Conclusion

Drug usage among Korean youths are relatively less common than those of western youths.

In some cases, such as, glue-sniffing and use of stimulants, the pattern of drug abuse is found.

Moreover, early drug abuse is evident, and it has a close connection with deviant behaviour, resulting
in juvenile delinquency.

Drug abuse cannot be attributed to any one social factor. Specifically, drug abuse depends on parents,
peers, teachers and other members of the community, and also is influenced by social institutions such
as the entrance exam system,

Every person and organization concerned with youth must participate collectively in restraining drug
abuse,

Finally, it is suggested that social agencial working for youth welfare should make every effort to
tackle this serious problem confronted by the Korean youths today.



