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Clinical analysis of the chest trauma
— 823 cases —

Tae Hoon Rho, M.D.*, Won Gon Kim, M.D*, Joo Chul Park M.D.*, Seh Young Yoo, M.D.*

A clinical analysis was performed on 823 cases of the chest trauma experienced at department of thoracic

& cardiovascular surgery, Kyung Hee University Hospital during the past 8 years from Jan, 1978 to Aug. 1986.

1. the ratio of male to female patient of the chest trauma was 3:1 in male predominance.

2. The common age groups were 3rd, 4th and 5th decades.

3. The most common causes of the chest trauma was traffic accidents (79.8%) were injured due to non-penetratiry

injuries and the remainders (166/823, 20.2%) were injured due to penetrating injuries
4. The frequently injured site of the chest trauma was left side of the chest (46%), and the right side was 42%

5. The most common injury from non-penetrating trauma was rib fracture (77.5%), and the incidence rate of

flail chest was 59% of all cases of rib fractures.

6. The incidence rate of hemopheumothorax was 42.9% in non-oenetrating traumas, and 84.3% in penetrating

traumas.

7. The most common method of surgical treatment was closed tube thoracostomy (37.3%), and open thon-

cotomy was performed in 71 cases (8.6%).

8. the overall mortalty was 2.2%, and common causes of death were cerebral damage, respiratory insufficien-

¢y, and hypovolimic shock.
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