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{Abstract)

A Study on Nursing Education in the Enlightenment Time of Korea

Ja-Hyung Lee
(Ewha Womans University, College of Nursing)

Establishment and progress of Korean modern education have been internally influenced by an enli-
ghtened idea related to a practical science and externally by the power of foreign countries since
the mid-nineteenth century. Im particular, Korean women's education was performed through the
formal and systematic educational facilities after the enlightenment time of Korea, which madern
nursing education followed.

The purpose of this study is to clasify the relationship between Korean women and Korean society
prior to extending education through the education facilities by examining Korean women's work,
the aspects of job and education, Tt is based on historical materials concerning nursing schools carr-
jied by Christians, which made Korean woman an object of education in the enlightenment time. In
brief, the results of this study may be described as follow; First, Korean woman held a kev post in
Korean ancient society but after the transition period between Koryvo dynasty and Yi-dynasty, the
Korean traditional soceity putting the first to man compelled a subordinate position from a woman.
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Second, most Korean women were occupied with household cares but they were far from occupat-
ions. Most lower class women participated in the work engaged in by their husbands, while a woman
of low birth had peculiar job until feudal Yi-dynasty. Simultaneously with extending education for
women, on the other hand, there was a change in the industrial structure resulied in women's oppo-
rtunity for jobs, Therefore, at the end of Yi-dynasty there were a small number of factory workers
AMong Womern.

Third, formal instructions had already been established in Samkuk period but all of them hadibeen
only for a man, while living in the deep-rooted confucian idea, only the cultivation of moral habits
emphasized and an informal home training was everything to a woman.

Firth, Korean women’s education under the systematic educational facilities dates [rom the_enlig-
htenment period concurred with modernizing and christianity had an important effect on it,

Fifth, women's activities in their professional fields, howcver, didn’t stand out until 1910, Refusing
to accept a traditional view ol womanhood and suggesting new direction, only a [ew leading women
showed the possibilily on women’s social activity.

Sixth, the first female experts were teachers and doctors but they weren't educated in Korea. The
first professional field for woman education was that of nursing education.

Seventh, even though educational facilities [or women had been established since the enlightenment
period, nursing education was executed under the circumsiances that premodern point of view of
women prenented themselves [rom their social activities.

Eighth, with the change ol an attitude towards nursing, nurses were considered as helpers in a
disease and a disaster. Thevefore nursing was evaluated as a desirable work.

The foregoing statements show social conditions when modern nursing was introducted into Korea
and the process of establishing modern nursing as a new science. Korea with a time-honored tradit-
iort might have its own nursing. Additional study on this, based on historical materials, should be
investigated,
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