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ABSTRACT

A Survey of Subjective Perception of Physical Impairment/Disability
and Its Relationship to School Architecture in Middle,
Iligh and University Students in Wonju City.

Marion Current, B.P, T, M.P.H

Section of Rehabilitation Medical Technology,
Dept, of Health Science, Yonsei University
Wonju College of Medicine

The purpose of this study is to determine the subjective perception of middle, high and
university students of their presence or absence of physical impairment or disability and its rela-
tionship to the architectural status of their respective schools. The survey was carried out in Wonju
City in 1983 (university) and 1984 {middle and high schools) by questionnaire, Of a total of
2,608 respondents, 734 (28.14%) indicated some degree of physical problem, The most frequent
cause in the middle/high school group was disease, the major treatment western medicine and the
results of treatment unsatisfactory in the majority of cases, The most common aid used was eye
glasses/lens and these were used most frequently by medical students. The middie/high school
students reported school washrooms giving the most inconvenience compared with stairs for
university students. The relationship between disability, activities of daily living (ADL}, school
grades and school architectural barriers was analysed and discussed. And finally, student attitudes
toward economic independence for the disabled showed a more positive trend in middle school
students than unﬁersity students. It is hoped this data will provide a stimulus for better design and

planning of school facilities to help realize the WHO goal of better health for all by the year 2000.
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